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The American people delivered a powerful rebuke of the Trump administration and its policies in
the 2026 midterms. Democrats rode a blue tidal wave across the country and emerged victorious
in some of the GOP’s traditional strongholds.
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State House results. Democrats flipped 16 seats, including
speaker Todd Hudson, to bring there total up to 46.

CONNOR PHILLIPS ’28
POLITICAL CORRESPON-
DENT

This year’s midterm
elections were over before
they even began. After
a perfectly cromulent,
if not slightly lacklus-
ter, performance for the
Democrats in the 2024
House of Representatives
election, they ran an
absolute barn burner on
Republicans in this year’s
midterm election. There
are a few states that really
put this dominance into
perspective. One of the
most damning is the Iowa
elections. In 2024 all four
of the house seats went
red by an average margin

of 14 points. This year,
three of the four house
seats went Democrat.
Michigan, a big bat-
tleground state over the
last few years, went to

the Republicans in the
2024 House election
with the Republicans

securing seven of the 13
House seats. This year,
Democrats won nine of the
13 House seats. To con-
tinue the rust belt trend,
Ohio, after being a com-
fortably ruby red state
since 2016, Democrats
ended up with eight of
its 15 seats. This is the
first time since Democrats
held a majority of the
Ohio seats since 2010.

The state that rounds us
out is North Carolina.
Democrats occupied only
four of North Carolina’s
14 seats. After elections,
the democrats have com-
pletely flipped that num-
ber around taking 10 of
the seats.

In the Senate elec-
tions, Democrats were
cautiously optimistic that
they could win enough
seats in battleground
states to scrape a major-
ity. But even the boldest
Democratic pollsters did
not predict they’d be abso-
lutely dominant, winning
essentially every toss-up
seat that has been called
as of Wednesday. Here are
some of the headliners.

Texas

If you hadn’t heard of
James Talarico (D) before
this week, you surely have

now. The soft-spoken,
“love  wins”-preaching
former state represen-

tative became the first
Democrat to win a state-
wide election in the Lone
Star state since 1992, and
will be the state’s first
Democratic senator since
the 1980s. He vanquished
Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton (R). Despite
defeating incumbent John
Cornyn in a red-hot GOP
primary and entering the
matchup with Talarico as
a modest favorite, Paxton
never captured the same
fervor his opponent did,
even with $160 million in
donations from Elon Musk
alone. Talarico, though,
fueled by small-donations
and a compassionate style
of politics, captured vot-
ers’ frustrations with the
country and turned them
into hope for change. In
doing so, he may have set
himself up for even bigger
races in 2028 and beyond.

Kansas

Few people were alive
the last time a Democrat
held a Kansas Senate seat,
which was last the case in
1932. But despite being
an underdog, Rev. Adam
Hamilton (D) managed to
defy the odds and win a
seat for his party in a state
that for decades has been
written off by liberals as
unwinnable. Hamilton
was pitted against incum-
bent Roger Marshall (R),
a staunch Trump ally in a
state the president carried
by 16 percentage points.
Hamilton opted for a sim-
ilar approach to Talarico,
and focused on simple pol-
itics that prioritize com-
mon good over self-in-
terest: “What we need in
Washington right now is
we need senators with a
brain who use it, with a
heart who feel with it,
and who have courage and
speak up because of it.”

Maine

Though it’s not often in
the spotlight, Maine was
one of the centers of atten-
tion on election night.
A wild first half of 2026
included the meteoric rise
of Graham Platner (D),
a populist oyster farmer
who captured the hearts
of many working class
Mainers, and his subse-
quent fall from grace after
multiple women accused
him of sexual assault and
rape. When Platner was
forced out of the race, it
seemed unlikely that the
Democratic Party would
be able to muster a can-
didate that would have a
shot against incumbent
Susan Collins (R), a leg-
endary figure in Maine
politics who holds a pow-
erful position as chair of
the Senate Appropriations

Evansville
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Secretary of States race results. Beau Bayh cleared
Republican Max Engling getting 51% of the vote to

Engling’s 42%.

Committee, by which
she’s secured millions if
not billions of federal dol-
lars for her constituents.
However, Troy Jackson
(D) successfully flipped
the seat by continuing
Platner’s anti-establish-
ment message and tying
Collins to Trump, essen-
tially arguing that even
though Collins had voted
against the President
more than any other
Republican, she was not
checking him effectively.
It was also one of the most
expensive races anywhere
in the country.

South Carolina
Tell someone this time
last year that South

Carolina would have a
Democratic senator,
they’d probably have
asked what century you
had time-traveled in from.
But after GOP stalwart
Lindsey Graham’s untime-
ly death in July, the Senate
foremost foreign policy
hawk’s sister, Darlene
Graham, was handpicked
by President Trump to fill
his seat and run for office
in his stead. But Graham
never looked up to the
task. Inexperienced and
probably hindered more
than helped by Trump’s
backing of her campaign,
Graham failed to connect
with South Carolinians
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Feller presents on College finances

PAUL HAWKSWORTH ’28
OPINION EDITOR

The affordability of higher edu-
cation and the transparency from
colleges and universities about the
actual cost of an education has come
under scrutiny in the last decade, and
as many institutions have continued
to increase their sticker prices to
absurdly high levels. They have been
offering more and more institutional
aid to students to maintain a stu-
dent body that can afford the cost of
attendance. Wabash is no different,
according to President Scott Feller,
who delivered a talk to students
on October 29 about the College’s
current financial state and where
Wabash is headed financially as it
approaches its third century.

Feller’s talk focused heavily on the
discount rate, which is the percent-
age of tuition and fees covered by
institutional aid. The discount rate
sat around 50% in 2012 and has
increased to nearly 80% today. That
increase in the discount rate means
Wabash’s net tuition revenue, which
is part of the revenue used to operate
the College, has decreased substan-
tially. The loss in net tuition reve-
nue as an avenue to fund operations
means Wabash has to draw more
heavily from other means to operate
the College.

“When we see that tuition is dis-
counted by, for example, 80%, that
means that about 80% of the cost
of the College comes from outside
of tuition,” said Feller. “One way
of thinking about it is that Fall mid-
terms are basically 25% of the year.
That means a week or so before mid-
terms, the portion of the cost that
was paid for by tuition has already
passed. So, after about week six, all

of the College’s budget is being cov-
ered by non-tuition dollars.”

Wabash is not alone in this trend.
Great Lakes Colleges Association
(GLCA) schools, Wabash’s academ-
ic conference, have experienced a
5.25% average annual decrease
in net tuition revenue in the last
decade. In Wabash terms, that’s
about $630,000 in purchasing power
lost in net tuition revenue per year.
The causes of this trend, Feller says,
are a “perfect storm” of concerns
about the cost and value of an edu-
cation and incurring overwhelming
student debt that are amplified by
decreasing government support.
Moreover, there isn’t much hope for
any exogenous improvements to sup-
port for colleges and universities.

“We are seeing an increasing num-
ber of news stories about private
liberal arts colleges in financial dis-
tress,” said Feller. “We don’t have
a $10 or $15 million annual struc-
tural deficit the way some of those
schools are, and we certainly aren’t
risking closing. You can be financial-
ly stressed without being financially
distressed.”

That leaves Wabash in a position
where we must take on the burden
of improving our financial situation.
With the discount rate projected to
continue increasing, Wabash can not
grow other means of revenue faster
than tuition revenue falls and there
comes a tipping point where recruit-
ing students becomes more difficult.
Other institutions, both large public
universities and small private lib-
eral arts colleges, are beginning to
offer various “free tuition” programs
based on family income.

However, an interesting avenue
Wabash is exploring is gifting tuition

to all students in a pay-it-forward
style model. Hope College is currently
experimenting with this style of pro-
gram, called Hope Forward, that cur-
rently gifts full tuition to 5% of the
incoming freshman class. Students
still pay for room and board, but the
overall fees are only around $16,000
per academic year, which is similar to
room and board costs at Wabash. The
ultimate idea is that, through the gift
of tuition costs, students will forge
a lifelong relationship with Wabash,
and an increase in alumni philan-
thropic giving can fund, in part, the
same gift for future generations of
Wabash men.

“We’re starting from a big place,”
said Feller. “40% of our alumni are
giving. The question becomes, ‘can
we move that number to 50% or
60%7?’ That’s the kind of number we
need to move it to to sustain this in
the long run. There’s no guarantee
that that will happen, but I don’t
think it’s crazy.”

The benefits of a gifted tuition
program are already visible from the
Hope Forward cohorts. Hope Forward
students have higher GPAs and high-
er retention rates than Hope’s col-
lege-wide average. Furthermore,
while Hope has only recently started
graduating Hope Forward students,
100% of Hope Forward graduates
have given back to the College. But
for this model to be implemented for
all Wabash students, the startup cost
is immense and would require signifi-
cant growth to the endowment.

“To cover our current tuition pay-
ments with the endowment probably
requires something close to $200
million in new endowment,” said
Feller.

Students in attendance were con-

cerned about a pay-it-forward mod-
el’s sustainability, but were optimis-
tic that it could work at a place like
Wabash.

“I am very interested in learning
more about a pay-it-forward model,”
said Mason Gilliam "28. “My biggest
concern was the large amount of
trust that is put into the students in
order for this model to be successful.
I think that at a school like Wabash,
which is so rooted in tradition and
brotherhood, it is one of the few
environments where it may be ben-
eficial.”

President Feller’s address to stu-
dents was the same as the presenta-
tion he gave to the Board of Trustees.
This means that students are given
the opportunity to be looped into the
College’s financial well-being in the
same manner as Wabash’s govern-
ing body, an opportunity that opens
students’ eyes to why they may see
changes to their costs.

“It’s incredibly important that
the students understand the finan-

cial state of the College,” said Mark
Berger ’28. “Often students wonder
why they have an increase in tuition
or where the money we pay to the
school is going. Understanding how
the college is calculating its discount
rate puts the real cost of our educa-
tion in perspective.”

“I think that overall, the students
should be more cognizant before they
complain and make judgments about
how the school handles the tuition
model,” said Gilliam. “I will admit
that I personally used to have frus-
trations with the College regarding
financial aid. But after hearing a lot
more about the situation, I am defi-
nitely more forgiving.”

Now just six years from entering
its third century, Wabash is navigat-
ing a tricky landscape in the afford-
ability and transparency of higher
education in America. While we are
not in the best of times today, admin-
istration and students alike are con-
fident the College is setting itself up
well for a prosperous future.
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President Feller Ringing in the class of 2030 at Ringing Chapel on
August 22 in Pioneer Chapel.
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State Senate results. State Democrats picked up 5 seats to bring their

total count up to 15.
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like her brother had for so long.
The Democratic challenger,
Annie Andrews, took full advan-
tage. A pediatrician and gun
control advocate, Andrews will
be the first Democratic senator
from South Carolina this cen-
tury. This race perhaps more
than any other was a notice-
able rebuke of Trump’s GOP. In
counties that Trump won just
two years ago, Andrews gained
10, 20 and even 30 percent-
age points on Kamala Harris’
totals from 2024. It’s a sign
that Republican voters have
lost some faith in the powers
that still control every aspect of
their party.

The Blue Tsunami that was
seen nationwide was reflected
here in Indiana. For the first
time in 14 years, the Democrats
did the seemingly impossible:
win statewide in the Hoosier
State. Democrats made huge
gains in the State House and
State Senate. For the first time
since 2006, Democrats flipped
a Congressional seat in Indiana.
Democrats also made several
key local gains across the state.

Democrats soared to victory in

two out of the three statewide
races last night. Beau Bayh won
the Secretary of State’s race
with 51.8% of the vote com-
pared to Max Engling’s 42.6%.
This win far exceeded what any
poll predicted for this race.
Bayh’s win is also notable since
Bayh managed to get over 50%
of the vote. Bayh won 19 out of
the 92 counties statewide, 15
more than what Kamala Harris
got in 2024. He will be the first
Democrat to hold the Secretary
of State’s office since 1990
Beau Bayh was not the only
Democrat to win statewide

last night. Porter County Clerk
Jessica Bailey, in an upset,
defeated incumbent Elise
Nieshalla in the comptroller
race. Bailey won 49.8% of the
vote compared to Nieshalla’s
47 .3%. Bailey is the first
Democrat to hold this office
since 1983.

J.D. Ford also flipped Indiana’s
fifth Congressional district in
an upset. The district includes
much of Indianapolis’s suburbs
and Muncie. The district went
to incumbent Victoria Spartz by
18 points back in 2024. Ford
won the district by nearly 3.5
points, marking the first time
Indiana will have more than two
Democrats in Congress since
2009. ].D. Ford also made histo-
ry as the first openly gay person
to be elected as a Congressman
from Indiana. Ford is the first
Democrat to represent that part
of the state since 1958.

In the legislature, Democrats
made similar gains. In the State
House, Democrats flipped 16
seats. To give them a total of
46 seats in the State House.
One of the seats that flipped
was Speaker Todd Huston’s seat
in Hamilton County. In typi-
cally safe Republican District
10, Ryan Kominakis beat long-
term incumbent Ed Soliday by
13 points. These are two of the
many flips that came as a com-
plete shock across the state.

Looking at the State Senate,
Democrats picked up five seats
across the state increasing their
seat count to 15. The current
Republican State Senate leader’s
seat is within a point and has yet
to be called. Democrat Natasha
Baker beat out Republican Ron
Alting in his seat by 18 points
after Alting resigned last month
after being charged with shop-
lifting. Democrat Gabrianna
Gratzol beat Republican Brian
Schmutzler in State Senate
District by 2 points.

One thing is clear. Democrats
are a party to be taken serious-
ly again in Indiana. Democrats
will for the first time in several
years hold power in the State
and can influence policy that
gets passed.

COURTESY OF WFYI
Beau Bayh won the Indiana Secretary of State race in a landslide
against Republican candidate Max Engling.

Latino organizations
join hands for bingo
fundraiser

COURTESY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING
President of La Alianza Ruben Canchola speaking at Tacos and Alumni

event in the Detchon Center.

OWEN VERMEULEN ’28
NEWS EDITOR

One doesn’t need to look too far in
order to see Wabash’s philanthropic
impact on the broader Crawfordsville
community. La Alianza’s most recent
event is a shining example of that.
La Alianza hosted a bingo fundrais-
er to raise money for La Conexion.
La Conexion is an organization in
the greater Montgomery County area
that aims to provide language access
services and resources that members
of the Latino community lack. The
event brought together two organiza-
tions that have dedicated themselves
to ensuring every person has a safe
and stable place to call home.

“We've always had some sort of
connection with La Conexion in a
certain way,” said President of La
Alianza, Ruben Canchola ’28. “We
know what La Conexion does. They
help out the community. That just
motivated me to want to help them.”

The bingo fundraiser was a suc-
cess on all sides. Not only did it
raise money for La Conexion, aiding
in their efforts of helping the latino
community, it also brought people
together for a night of fun and con-
nection.

“We have a lot of appreciation
for [La Alianza],” said Assistant
Professor of History, Pliego Campos.
“They reached out to us for this
event, they had food ready for the
event and provided the awards for

people who won. Due to them put-
ting on the event, we were able to
raise around $200. That helps with
our goal of supporting community
members.”

The main goal of both of these
organizations is to bring people
together, especially students and
community members.

“It was an opportunity to be that
bride between Wabash students
and community members,” said
Canchola. “That’s what one of my
goals was when I became presi-
dent of La Alianza. Yes, the focus
is Wabash, but also bringing that to
Crawfordsville Community. I think
this fundraiser was just a spark of
where we can go in that direction for
future events.”

This is not meant to be a one off
event. Both parties are hoping to
work with each other again in the
future considering their missions and
goals align so closely.

“Hopefully we can continue to pur-
sue programming that continues to
bring people together,” said Pliego
Campos. “Just invite anyone who is
curious about the issues Latinos face.
It’s always good to reach out to peo-
ple with as many different sources so
they can get a comprehensive under-
standing of what’s going on. We just
want to live up to Wabash motto,
thinking critically, living humanely
and acting responsibly.”

LONEXION

COURTESY OF HUEMOCO

La Conexion is a Montgomery County based organization that aims to
provide resources to the Latino community.

News around the world

COURTESY OF INDIANA CAPITAL CHRONICLE

Benjamin Netanyahu loses his majority in parliment as he is critisized

for being a Hamas collaborator.

HUTCH NORRIS 27
STAFF WRITER

Israel Elections

Israelis made their first trip
to the polls since Israel began
their campaign in Gaza and
the West Bank in response to
Hamas terror attacks October
7,2023.

“This election was a referen-
dum on Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his party,” said
Associate Professor of Political
Science Ethan Hollander.

The Likud faced challenges
from both sides of the political
spectrum. On the one hand,
the far-right is represented
by Israeli Minister of National
Security, Itamar Ben-Gvir and

the Otzma Yehudit party. Ben-
Gvir represents voices more
extreme than Netanyahu’s, who
claim that he is a collaborator
and sympathizer with Hamas.
Ben-Gvir has represented the
most extreme forms of settler
violence across the West Bank

and Gaza.
From the less conservative
side, Netanyahu faces his

largest challenge from retired
Israeli Lieutenant general Gadi
Eisenkot, leader of the Yashar
party. Although moderate with-
in Israel, the Yashar party is
still interested in maintaining a
Liberal Zionist government.
The greatest performer in the
October election was the Arabic
parties within Israel. The Joint
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Listand Ra’am added 9 seats col-
lectively, nearly doubling their
total in the previous Knesset.
These parties represent some of
the only anti-zionist opposition
within Israeli politics, and their
rise in 2026 represents a grow-
ing vocal minority within the
country opposing the actions of
Netanyahu’s government.

Unfortunately for both
Netanyahu and Eisenkot, nei-
ther side of this election was
able to secure a 61-seat majori-
ty. Because of their parliamen-
tary system, the parties must
form a coalition in order to
appoint a new Prime Minister.
Each coalition has the oppor-
tunity to create a new gov-
ernment, and time is running
out before the November 10
swearing-in of newly elected
Knesset members. Because of
the record gains by Arab par-
ties, Eisenkot’s coalition may
collaborate with Arabs to form
a government for the first time
since 1995.

Serbian student demonstra-
tions

Following the prevailing
international trend, Serbian
voters rejected the long

standing center-right Serbian
Progressive Party (SNS) in their
national parliament election
on October 25. Led by former
President Aleksandar Vucic,

the SNS lost 26 seats and gov-
ernment control. The SNS was
rife with corruption, primarily
in the contractor system where
jobs were done as cheaply as
possible so contractors would
keep a greater profit. Because
of this, people believed that
a concrete canopy collapse in
2024 that killed 16 and injured
1, which sparked a vast series
of protests from late 2024 lead-
ing up to this election.
Victories across the country
were secured by a new political
party in Serbia, the Student
List. The Student list has no
particular leader, instead can-
didates were chosen through a

decentralized, private process
run by students. However, no
students were nominated, nom-
inees were prominent members
of communities across Serbia,
primarily teachers, workers,
and prominent public figures.
The party did not prescribe any
particular policy platform for
the candidates running under
their banner. Candidates were
only required to have no associ-
ation with the SNS or its allies,
never held office before and
never benefited from political
connections. The party and its
aims reflect the broader pop-
ulist movement sweeping the
globe.

COURTESY OF GLOBAL CAMPUS OF HUMAN RIGHTS
Students protest the results of the national Serbian election on October
25, as Student List emerges as a new politcal party.
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FEATURES EDITOR

After their decade-long choke-
hold on the film industry has fizzled
out in recent years, superheroes
might just sound like yesterday’s
news. While the genre’s televised,
cinematic and video gaming pres-
ence has waned, superheroes are
actually still thriving back on their
home turf: the pages of comic
books. The case-study for this suc-
cess is the industry-cornerstone DC
comics, which has taken the genre’s
oversaturation as an opportunity to
rejuvenate its iconic characters. En-
ter the absolute universe, a brand
new multi-series interconnected
world where DC’s characters are
each reworked from the ground up.

Like many other popular superhe-
ro stories of the 2020s, stories set
in the absolute universe are gritti-
er, often steeped in contemporary
politics and social issues. However,
what makes the absolute universe
especially innovative is that each
story takes care to remain faithful
to the essences of each character.
This elevates them from being hol-
low facsimiles dusted with gim-
micky violence to modern vessels
for timeless mythoses.

If this piques your interest, then
I strongly suggest giving these sto-
ries a shot. In celebration of both
the announcement of this era’s first
crossover event “Absolute Justice,”
and the recent releases of milestone
issues for several “Absolute” titles,
I've compiled a brief review of each
series.

‘Absolute Batman’ perfectly
showcases what this universe is
all about

Everybody is familiar with the
nearly-mythical world’s great-
est detective. Now just imagine if
this billionaire-by-day and vigilan-
te-by-night wasn’t a billionaire at
all. Scott Snyder’s “Absolute Bat-
man” reimagines the caped crusad-
er as a meager construction worker
fighting for justice in a city plagued

FEATURES
DC Comics is 'Absolutely' popping off
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by intertwining crime and economic
disparity. This series changes the
origins, motivations and actions of
the dark knight’s iconic allies and
villains; pushing them into exciting
new directions and adorning them
with creative new designs.

“Absolute Batman” excels at re-
telling familiar stories in a way that
recaptures their original appeal. It’s
surreal to read a Batman story that
both meets my expectations and re-
mains unpredictable in an era where
every plotpoint is basically common
knowledge. Likewise, I view “Abso-
lute Batman” as one of the defining
comics of this decade.

‘Absolute Wonder Woman’ re-
turns the character to her stron-
gest traits

Fans have long quipped that Won-
der Woman’s greatest villains are
her male writers, as it feels like
they’ve been running a smear cam-
paign against her for over a decade.
Thankfully, Kelly Thompson’s “Ab-
solute Wonder Woman” sets the
record straight for Princess Diana.
Where her mainline counterpart
was raised in the paradise known
as Themescira, Absolute Wonder
Woman was raised by the witch
Circe in hell. Luckily, she’s just as
compassionate as ever, even if she
sports an awesome, grungier aes-
thetic.

“Absolute  Wonder Woman” is
a phenomenal fantasy tale full of
magic, kaiju and charisma. The se-
ries sports innovative art and panel
designs by Hayden Sherman, mak-
ing every issue visually dynamic. At
times, the series also manages to be
emotionally compelling, rivaled in
its poignancy by only one other “Ab-
solute” series.

‘Absolute Superman’
then runs, then soars

Instead of gracing the earth as
a child like Moses, this Superman
crashes onto our planet as a moody
teenager who just lost his commu-
nity, his family and his planet to

walks,
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environmental collapse. After dis-
covering that evil corporate dynas-
ties have set Earth on a similar tra-
jectory, the Man of Steel becomes a
reluctant savior of the oppressed.
Although this story doesn’t start as
strongly as many other “Absolute”
books, things pick up as it goes on.

By the end of the first arc, Kal-
El's character arc truly starts to
shape up, and it’s deeply compel-
ling. Rather than basking in the my-
thology of the character, Jason Aar-
on’s “Absolute Superman” becomes
a new tale of environmentalism, in-
dustry and community. By the dawn
of the second arc, the series stands
just as tall as any other “Absolute”
book. I suppose that’s an ironic
way to say this, since Absolute Su-
perman is speculated to stand at a
height of 5° 8”.

‘Absolute Flash’ is a more stan-
dard experience

Born from a lab accident and on
the run from the government, this
version of Wally West must navigate
a more unforgiving world than his
mainline counterpart. Though life
is hard in Jeff Lemire’s “Absolute
Flash,” the book also contains a dis-
arming amount of wholesome con-
tent. Several moments of “Absolute
Flash” embrace the found-fami-
ly formula to good effect, which
makes it stand out when compared
to the rest of the “Absolute” library.

That said, “Absolute Flash” is
arguably the least interesting story
in this universe. That’s not to say
that it’s bad, it’s just rather non-
unique in that it feels like it could
just be a mainline DC story. It’s still
a worthwhile read that does justice
to the character’s lore and mythos.

‘Absolute Martian Manhunter’
is a masterpiece of visual story-
telling

Although the “Absolute” books
are subversive in many ways, most
of them largely conform to com-
ic formulas. On the other hand,
Deniz Camp’s “Absolute Martian

Manhunter” completely reinvents
a somewhat-obscure hero into a
ridiculously inventive, themati-
cally rich and emotionally stirring
examination of emotion. The story
follows FBI Agent John Jones as a
near-death experience leaves him
struggling to connect with his wife,
son and sense of reality.

Javier Rodriguez’s art expertly
visualizes the abstract struggles of
a mental health crisis. Each page
pops with color, clever visual met-
aphors and even a few fourth-wall
breaks that significantly alter the
text itself. “Absolute Martian Man-
hunter” is absurdly creative and the
undisputed best of the “Absolute”
universe.

‘Absolute Green Lantern’ is an
acquired taste

Instead of an alien ring powered
by sheer will, Sojourner Mullein
was bonded with an abstract ener-
gy powered by understanding. As
Al Ewing’s “Absolute Green Lan-
tern” progresses, more and more
information about the cosmic side
of the absolute universe is drip-fed
to the reader. It’s pretty high-con-
cept material, and the earlier issues
struggle to ground these lofty ideas
in compelling characters.

Thankfully, the second arc rec-
tifies this issue, leaving Mullein as
one of the absolute universe’s most
compelling protagonists. The book
also takes several important “Green
Lantern” characters in very unique
directions, cutting deep into their
philosophies, insecurities, and exis-
tential purposes. Though it may not
be the most accessible “Absolute”
book, “Absolute Green Lantern” is a
strong addition to the universe.

‘Absolute Green Arrow’ keeps
the reader guessing

In the mainline universe, Oliver
Queen is a cocky, charismatic hero
with a loud mouth and a big heart.
In the absolute universe, he’s dead.
His ex-girlfriend Dinah Lance gets
caught in the middle path of a mys-
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COURTESY OF DC COMICS

terious arrow-slinging killer bent
on punishing wealthy elites tied to
Queen's mysterious death. Pornsak
Pichetshote’s “Absolute Green Ar-
row” centers around the mystery of
who’s behind the killer’s mask, and
what their intentions really are.

Though there isn’t much to “Ab-
solute Green Arrow” besides the
central mystery, there is enough
in the way of misdirection and plot
twists to effectively disarm the
reader on numerous occasions. This
keeps the series engaging through-
out its first arc. The book’s most re-
cent issue wrapped up the mystery,
so it’s unclear how well the story
will keep momentum from here on.
Nonetheless, it’s still another great
addition to the twisted world of the
absolute universe.

‘Absolute Catwoman’ is a work
in progress

Only four issues in at the time of
this article, Che Grayson and Scott
Snyder’s “Absolute Catwoman” is
still taking shape. As a globe-trot-
ting adventure/heist story, this ver-
sion of Selina Kyle is more similar to
her mainline counterpart than any
other “Absolute” character. That
said, the story appears to be on the
right track, with compelling char-
acters and an intriguing premise.
It may not be the most glamorous
title on shelves right now, but even
a weaker “Absolute” book is still
leagues ahead of the competition.

The absolute universe has made it
an exciting time to be a superhero
fan. For so many beautifully-drawn
and tightly-written stories to coex-
ist in one shared universe is excit-
ing enough, and the prospect of an
incoming crossover is even more
thrilling. If you’re curious to see how
superheroes are adapting alongside
the world, definitely check out DC’s
“Absolute” titles.

'You Can See

COURTESY OF TMDB
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Everything' isn

NOAH MINTIE ’29
FEATURES EDITOR

When the average viewer watch-
es a documentary film, they seldom
leave it with more questions than
answers. In fact, one bane of the
medium is that the average spec-
imen opts to merely present the
world rather than depict it in any
particular way. One of the worst
things that a documentary can be is
nothing more than a feature-length
newscast: impartial, uninspired and
reluctant to leverage the power of
filmmaking. Whenever documenta-
ries actually break into mainstream
discourse, it’s usually just because
of how interesting their subjects
are, not the caliber of the filmmak-
ing. However, Nathan Fielder and
Lance Oppenheim’s critical and
commercial hit “You Can See Ev-
erything” dodges every bullet and
stands as one of the greatest films
of the 21st century.

Perhaps you think that I'm being
too impetuous with my praise. After
all, I applied a similar description
to Paul-Thomas Anderson’s thrill-
er “One Battle After Another” last
year. I still stand by that claim, but
“One Battle” felt like an old Holly-
wood masterpiece, one that had to
beat the odds to even be released in
the modern era. On the other hand,
“You Can See Everything” embodies
the modern era. If the pessimists are
correct and truth really is a relic of
the past, then “You Can See Every-
thing” is a manifesto of the future.
The film investigates the essence of
the human soul to make sense of a
volatile world that, more often than
documentarians like to admit, can
feel more like fiction than fact.

In its first ten minutes, “You Can
See Everything” is an exceptional-
ly shot yet substantively standard
documentary about the notorious
Silicon Valley swindler Elizabeth
Holmes and her family in the weeks
leading up to her prison sentence.
After all of the background informa-

tion is out of the way, the focus both
literally and figuratively shifts. The
remainder of the first act becomes
an examination of Holmes through
Fielder’s eyes. Apparently this was
not always the plan, but Holmes and
her husband, Billy Evans, peppered
Fielder with so many questions that
he became another subject of the
documentary.

And so the film catalogs Fielder’s
numerous attempts to understand
how Holmes thinks. She constantly
insists that her fraudulent company
Theranos is wholly legitimate, and
that she never lied to any investors.
Though she first appears to be a de-
lusional-yet-dedicated pathological
liar, several of her actions begin to
demonstrate that her fascinating
worldview is so distinct that she’s
telling the truth. At least, her per-
ception of the truth.

The entire film hinges on this
discrepancy, and the directors es-
tablish it perfectly in several scenes
across various contexts. Fielder
separately interviews Evans and
Holmes about their relationship,
showcasing that the two are no-
where near being on the same page,
yet they also share a unique under-
standing of each other. Through
Fielders' relentless questioning and
Oppenheim's use of extreme close-
ups, the directors extract gripping
significance from even their sub-
jects' most mundane interactions.

Thanks to this presentation, both
the viewer and Fielder eventually
settle into the strange-yet-loving
Holmes household. But “You Can
See Everything” refuses to grant
the viewer a predictable outcome,
and just as soon as things start to
feel normal, the film radically shifts
its focus again. A lesser documenta-
ry may have the guts to start off in
such an ambitious way, but would
never iterate on itself, even if there
are facets of the subject that have
yet to be explored. Such a move may
alienate the audience, and if the

t alie

film has already captured a service-
able amount of the subject, it won’t
take that risk.

“You Can See Everything” stands
out by gleefully changing its struc-
ture whenever its subject necessi-
tates it. In doing so, the film encom-
passes a wider breadth and deeper
depth of themes. Its evolution from
an examination of one woman to
an interrogation of patriarchy, the
public eye, and much more pushes
the documentary medium from the
dreaded newscast to a masterpiece
of filmmaking.

The film’s first-class execution
entirely evades the risk of alienat-
ing the audience. Through clever
editing, the film has emotional and
humorous moments that keep the
viewer on its wavelength. It ren-
ders them too enthralled by Holmes’
life to be bothered by a subversion
of their structural expectations. As
far as they’re concerned, the film
should change its form because
the situation changes its form, and
whatever they might usually want
from a documentary is irrelevant.

Unfortunately, this review can’t
spoil exactly what “You Can See Ev-
erything” becomes in its latter half
(besides my prior list of themes). I
will restate that the film tackles a
slew of traits that are all too com-
mon in the modern world. It begs
the question of whether the world
is empowering a return to sophistic
thought, and whether or not soci-
etally-enforced conceptions of the
truth are truly fair. The film also
explores the role of art in public
perception, leading to an incredible
guest performance and the emer-
gence of a metanarrative.

“You Can See Everything” is
dense, elegant and engrossing, do-
ing more with its medium than one
could possibly conceive of. Like-
wise, I can confidently say that it’s
among the greatest films of the
year, the decade and perhaps even
the 21st century.
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'Lift Your Skinny Fists
Like Antennas to Heaven'
at 25 years: One of the
greatest rock releases of
all time

WYATT EMERSON ’30
STAFF WRITER

This week marks the 25th an-
niversary week of the release of
Godspeed You! Black Emperor’s leg-
endary post rock masterpiece “Lift
Your Skinny Fists Like Antennas to
Heaven,” or as I like to call it: the
best album ever made.

Godspeed You! has always been a
staple of the “post-rock” subgenre,
and this genre is usually marked by
the use of rock instruments such
as heavy guitars, drums and oth-
er string instruments, but instead
of being used for “rock” purposes
they are used for long instrumen-
tal passages that create specific
atmospheres. The band consists
of around fifteen on-and-off mem-
bers and an endless list of instru-
ments. Their albums are mostly
made up of crushing instrumentals,
but through the use of news clips
and other dialogues, they are able
to make very intense religious and
political commentaries. Their al-
bum “F#A#Infinity” is also among
my favorites, but it is a much more
intense and less structured album
than the one I am reviewing today.

Around a year ago, Godspeed
You! Black Emperor took all of their
music off of streaming services as
an act of protest and have yet to add
the music back. It is available on
YouTube and available for purchase
on bandcamp now, and I think the
fact that alesser-known band would
take their music off of streaming
services really serves as a testa-
ment to their dedication to strictly
making art for the sake of art rath-
er than pleasing people. While this
album does have its prominent po-
litical themes, finding one concrete
meaning for this album would be
impossible. In my personal opinion,
it just does the best it can to create
feelings of beauty and otherworld-
liness. There is so much to digest
with the record; I myself only listen
about once a month front to back
but I truly believe it is a divine piece
of art.

This album is an hour and a half
long experience that is divided into
four songs that each have their own

<. subsections as well.
The first song on
this album is titled
“Storm,”  which
¥ begins with a droning
and repetitive guitar
: lick that eventually
builds throughout
i the first segment
¢ of this song into

tailed and
euphoric string,
g horn, guitar and
© drum epic. Already
in the first six minutes
of the record I believe I
have experienced some of
the best music of all time.
The song transitions into
a much prettier and qui-
eter intro that almost feels
like the start of a new song
altogether. The violins in the
background here are absolute-
ly magical. This eventually
ybecomes an orchestral section
that is led by a drumset. The
instrumental combinations here
2\ are so unique and fantastic it is
g truly like nothing I've heard
courTesy Pefore. There are so many
OF THE layers and there is so much
GUARDIAN going on to create such a

cinematic experience that

an extremely de- | g
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it is a genuine feast for the ears.

Band member Efrim Menuck de-
scribed creating these songs as,
“15 people and a drunken mess at
its peak,” which I think is a quote
that really highlights the beautiful
chaos that this album encapsulates.
“Storm” ends with a gorgeous piano
segment that drastically juxtapos-
es what came before. The second
chapter titled “Static” comes next,
starting off with some more dron-
ing instrumentals, almost feeling
like a "Godzilla" movie soundtrack
or something of the sort.

This intro goes on much longer,
using very atmospheric and eerie
sounds. This song is definitely one
of the more despair-induced tracks,
seemingly representing an unwill-
ingness for humanity to change
and a great sense of doom. There
is a vocal passage with an automat-
ed doomsday clock counting down
present in the song as well. The
“World Police and Friendly Fire”
section of this song starts with a
simple string riff that eventually
collapses into this mesmerizing
guitar and composition, with gui-
tarist Mike Moya using a famous
technique in which he strums his
guitar with a screwdriver to create
a specific feeling. This section is so
intense and well put together that I
feel as if I am ascending into a high-
er plane of existence every time I
hear it.

The third chapter of this album,
titled “Sleep,” is maybe the single
greatest composition I have heard
from humankind. This is the kind of
song that is full of so much beauty,
emotion and feeling that it makes
me proud to be a human. It is a 22
minute journey full of the darkest
and most uplifting strings; it is a
masterpiece of the combination of
melancholy and joy. It is rare that
art this special exists and it took
so much luck for this song to even
come into fruition so the most I am
going to say is to listen to it. Take
time out of your day and direct your
full focus to this song, you will not
regret it. The album ends with the
song “Like Antennas to Heaven,”
which definitely took a long time to
grow on me. This song has a long
and meandering intro with church
bells and a southern man singing
nonsense chants. Once the song
does finally drop it is extremely
rewarding. We get a huge wall of
sound consisting of guitars, drums
and the usual violin and cello that
these all have. The second half has

much smoother section than
i any of the other sons on this
album, but you feel so much
passion through each pluck
of the guitar or drum hit. This song
feels as if I could run through the
literal bounds of space and time.
I can’t describe the beauty in this
closer to the album, it simply is just
that good.

“Lift Your Skinny Fists Like An-
tennas to Heaven” is a damn tri-
umph from start to finish. Each and
every second of the record is cared
for with so much detail and spirit;
you truly feel the humanity pres-
ent on every song. This album is
an extremely rare output that could
never be replicated no matter how
hard somebody was to try. When I
began writing this review while lis-
tening to the album I was hesitant
in calling it the best of all time, and
this title was especially hard to give
to something I can only process
around once a month. After this
latest relisten I can’t hesitate at all.
It is that good.

FINAL VERDICT:
5/5 WALLYS
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Come out and compete!
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Indiana’s First College Calamity

DeBAUCH

INSIDE

Letter to the Editor: “Where can I buy more

bag?”

REVIEW: “The Little Engine That Could”

Check out our website for more
outdated and irrelevant news!

Admin Kneecaps
student organizations

LUBEIN DIHPLE ’28
TOO BROKE TO CARE

DeBauch’s annual student
budget has stayed steady at
200K per academic year. The
money is allocated for one pur-
pose: to support a vibrant stu-
dent life. Unfortunately, this
year, the budget was slashed
by a whopping 50%, leaving
little-to-no money for the 183
student organizations.

“We were absolutely devas-

PHOTO BY PEGGY WOOD
DeBauch student asks for money amdist campus budget cuts to clubs.

tated with the blow,” said the
student body treasurer. “By
that, I mean we were really
disappointed we can no lon-
ger fund blow for the football
team.”

The treasurer and DBU staff
sat down and looked through
the data to figure out how
money usually gets wasted.
Last year, the DBU student
body spent over a third of the
budget on AI subscriptions.
These subscriptions are used at

many clubs, mainly, the “Test”
club, where students learn all
sorts of advanced studying
tips, like how to prompt Chat.

“What do they expect us to
do,” said a member of the club.
“Study? With the budget cuts,
I just know my GPA is going to
tank.”

But it isn’t just the large cuts
that matter; there are many
student organizations that rely
on the funding for different
purposes. The DeBauch Campus
Cat Allies spend money every
year to provide water and food
for the cat population as the
cats are the only growing pop-
ulation in Greencastle. Leading
Women of Tomorrow was also
greatly impacted.

“It is just ridiculous,” said
the VP of Leading Women of
Tomorrow. “When we want a
happy ending we have to drive
up to Wabash; now we can’t
even pay for gas.”

But nothing can of course top
the wasted money on female
journalism. DBU’s student
newspaper, run by an all-fe-
male editing staff, has a disap-
proval rate on campus of 96%,
yet takes up nearly 10% of the
budget printing off papers.

“We hate female journal-
ism,” said the President of the
Men’s Rights club. “They don’t
get their facts right, and they
certainly don’t know how to
write. I for one think it’s a
great thing we don’t have to
read their papers anymore.”

>

Hiring freeze makes

profs even worse

RICH LIBYRAL 27
NEPO HIRE

Professor of History Undar
Qualeyfayed opened his first ever
physics 111 course with a confes-
sion.

“Sure, I've never taken a phys-
ics class, but, um, Einstein, right?”
said Qualeyfayed, as he flipped the
class textbook upside down, then
right side up, then back again in an
attempt to make sense of the words.
“I mean, wow, what a guy. If he can
do it, why can’t I, right?”

The students in the lecture hall
sat, eyes glazed over and drooling,
engaged with online shopping and
plumbing the depths of that esteemed
learning interface — Hooda Math —
as Qualeyfayed droned on.

This is not an isolated incident on
our lovely campus. Despite alumni
giving multiple gifts of over $100
million in the past few years to DBU,
the University finds itself in the
unfortunate position of having to
make faculty cuts amid an institu-
tion-wide hiring freeze. This follows
after DBU CFO M. Bezzlement 17
lost the checks for the $100 million

donations. The DeBauch reached out
to Mr. Bezzlement, but he is current-
ly on vacation and will be back in
March of 2027.

At any rate, the hiring freeze and
cuts to the faculty left professors
like Qualeyfayed in the unusual posi-
tion of teaching courses far outside
their usual wheelhouse. Qualeyfayed
and others are, thankfully, confident
they can pick up the slack.

“Physics has one less letter in it
than history, so that means it’ll be
easier than history to teach,” said
Qualeyfayed with a laugh. “Uhh, but
yeah, I have no clue what I'm doing.
But I'm sure I can squeeze Marx in
there somehow.”

Student responses have been
mixed, but mostly, they’ve been
unintelligible.

“Goo goo gah gah,” said Archie
Swarthington VI °30.

“Personally, I'm only worried
about how this will reflect on my
chances to get hired,” said Aimee
Miami ‘27. “But Daddy said he will
make some calls, so I'm sure it’ll be
fine.”

PHOTO BY ANTHONY RICHARDSON

Last ‘Sutch’ Effort

BRISTOL PONY ’25
BUTTON PRESSER

As DeBauch prepares for the
132nd Monon (yes, we call it
that) to take shape, administra-
tors and alumni came together
to brainstorm ideas on how to
not only raise money for the
school but also gain more trac-
tion for the upcoming game.

While they may have fallen
(a few million dollars) short of
WabCo’s total in this year’s Day
of Giving, they’re hoping that
this t-shirt can ignite the spirit
of the DeBauch alumni. In what
is being considered an ambi-
tious move, DeBuach unveiled
this year’s t-shirt design,

Est. 1837

This is the actual shirt. We did not m
FOR A SHIRT! YOU’VE GOTTA BE FU

Any Time 7
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132nd Mono

which, despite initial confu-
sion, was not drawn by the
local children’s hospital, but
rather by a senior art major.

In not-so-shocking news,
business majors came up with
the idea of charging $132 since
the number “looks the same as
the other big number.” This
is the intel only a soon-to-be
DeBuach graduate could find.
This decision to price the shirt
so highly has sparked some con-
troversy among students and
alumni alike from both sides of
the Monon Bell rivalry.

However, DeBauch adminis-
trators were quick to defend
that the price is much more

November 14, 2026
n Bell Classic

COURTESY OF DBU
ake this story up. 132 DOLLARS
....... (but look it says bong lol)

than a number, but rather
something to be proud of.

“We wanted to give our alum-
ni something they could be
proud of, regardless of wheth-
er they could afford it,” one
DeBauch administrator proudly
boasted.

When asked about the artistic
inspiration behind the design,
professors in the art depart-
ment praised the senior art
major and shared that this will
be paired alongside their final
project of a complex macaroni
necklace. The department also
confirmed that the student
did, in fact, receive full credit
for the project; however, the
University is reportedly offer-
ing extra credit to any student
who can describe what the shirt
is supposed to be.

Despite the criticism, admin-
istrators remain optimistic
about the shirt’s ability to gen-
erate potential revenue. After
all, if DeBauch can convince
alumni to spend hundreds of
dollars on something that could
be replicated by a 14-year-old
using ChatGPT, perhaps their
fundraising committee isn’t so
bad after all. DBU reported-
ly considered running a $132
toilet paper roll, coozie and
bumper sticker, all displaying
the design.

As the game continues to
get closer and closer, DeBuach
remains confident in its alum-
ni connections and their tra-
dition. And if tradition means
spending their weekly paycheck
to look like you lost a bet at
a kindergarten art show, then
DeBauch fans almost certainly
have something to look forward
to.

Cougars not
toothless tigers

EDA PETER ’28
SMUGG COMMENTS EDITOR

DeBauched University for
years has prided itself on
high admission standards. Yet
recently one of those standards
has seemingly slipped to a point
of embarrassment. Academics
have been holding steady at
its usual verge of 3.0 status
and campus involvement and
philanthropy are both at an all
time high with the introduction
of the Lori Loughlin/Felicity
Huffman rowing team and
Khawi Leonard Environmental
Foundation. No, the smudge on
DeBauch resides in our inabil-
ity to attract people with hot
mom energy. Many people are
upset at this lapse in standards
and have expressed their out-
rage.

“We use to only accept the
highest level of cougar at this
college,” said Dean of students
Mark Onme Johns . “Now we

only seem to get a bunch of

depawed tigers.”

Fraternities are saying that
it is really affecting their rush
numbers and they do not want
to lower their standards.

“We reserve the right to rush
hot moms,” said fraternity
president Mike Soft. “It’s real-
ly a question of morale. There’s
nothing quite like seeing some-
one pull up to the function
in their Chrysler Pacifica with
orange slices and jello shots,
peewee football style.”

The issue has gotten so dire
the President of the College
Laney Say had to address the
board of trustees and other
major investors.

“I think we’re all upset with
the ugos we’ve gotten but
we’re seeing a growing trend
of hot mom children not going
to college,” said Say. “Many
of them are questioning the
investment when comparing it
to the money they could get

pimping.”
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Gloria Huffman, the head of DeBauch PTA, preparing to give students a
ride to their internship at McDonalds.
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Alumni Spotlight: Bobby Spudkis

JOHN SMITH
OUR LEAST TALENTED WRITER

Around 26 million people eat
at a McDonalds restaurant every
single day. Most just walk in, grab
their food and pay no attention to
what goes on behind the scenes.
If you pay close enough to McDon-
alds sitting at 940 Indianapolis Rd
in Greencastle Indiana, you’ll find
a familiar face preparing your Big
Mac.

When Bobby Spudkis entered
his freshman year at Debauch
University, he had no clue what
he intended to do with himself.
Naturally as most students at DBU
do, Spudkis began as an undecid-
ed major. He had a breakthrough
during his junior year when he
found his love for the frozen pat-
ty.
“I realized that I had a real tal-
ent and touch for patty flipping,”
said Spudkis ’15. “It just came
naturally to me. I knew immedi-
ately that this was the career path
for me.”

Spudkis graduated with a bach-
elor's degree in Independent In-

terdisciplinary studies from DBU,
in May 2015. He struggled to find
work for a few years and friends
constantly told him to return to
school.

“We kept telling him to go get
a new degree but he wouldn’t
budge,” said Dom Mass, a friend
of Spudkis. “He would constant-
ly tell us his ability to not burn a
burger would pay off. I still think
he is wasting his time.”

Through a stroke of luck, a Mc-
Donalds application landed on his
front door step. He filled it out
and brought it to McDonalds in
Crawfordsville. He was promptly
rejected for being underqualified,
but Spudkis didn’t quit there.

“l knew the application had
to be a sign that I was meant for
something greater,” said Spudkis.
“I refused to give up, so I went
back to the McDonalds in Craw-
fordsville hoping for a second
chance.”

After numerous interviews
Spudkis caught a break. He was
hired as a crew member working
the 5pm to close shift. Where

some saw a mediocre paycheck,
Spudkis saw opportunity. He
showed up for his five shifts a
week, only arriving late four times
in the first two months on the job.
He labored over the hot grill, shift
after shift catching absolutely no
attention from his boss or cowork-
ers. Finally after burning one too
many batches of fries, Spudkis got
the call. He was transferred to the
Greencastle store where his per-
formance would fit in better.

“I was so proud to be able to go
back home and work in Greencas-
tle,” said Spudkis. “The beeping
of the fryer reminds me of the
dinging of the Monon bell, even
though I only got to hear it once
a year during its yearly cleaning.”

Spudkis continues to give back
to his alma mater supplying free
burgers and fries that are certainly
burnt and probably stolen. While
friends continue telling Spudkis
to get areal degree and stop wast-
ing his life, Spudkis bobs his head
away at the dinging of the fry ma-
chines and flips his frozen patties.
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A literary analysis of "The Little

Engi

ne That Could'

This article is a part of The DeBauch’s “Distinguished English
Scholars” program, which exists to recognize and publish out-
standing academic essays from DBU English Majors.

ESOTERA CRYSTAL-BURT
DISTINGUISHED ENGLISH MAJOR

Watty Piper’s “The Little Engine
That Could” is an incredible work with
several complex, subtextual themes
with meaning and profound depth.
On the surface, one might only think
that it’s a book about a train with a
face. When I first read it, that’s what I
thought. In fact, the concept of a train
with a face is so preposterous that I
struggled to even get past the first
page. However, after hours of analy-
sis, meetings with my professors and
rereading, I've deduced that this book
has a theme.

The book stars a train that, get this,
has a face. The text never explains
how or why the face got there, which
baffled me. Anyways, the train has to
cross a big hill or something, and at
first it can’t do it. Then the train says:
“I think I can” and successfully does.
This connection between mindset and
achievement makes the central theme
clear. The message of this book is that
existence is pain.

My evidence is as follows. After
failing to cross the bridge or mountain
or whatever, the book says that “the
dolls and toys were ready to cry.” This
is clearly the text linking an inanimate
object that has been given life, the
dolls and toys, to despair. If the dolls
and toys were not alive, they would
not be able to cry. So clearly, the book

is arguing that existence is pain and
nonexistence is bliss.

We can also look to the face-train
character as proof of this concept.
Due to the triumphant imagery of the
train crossing the obstacle or whatever
at the end of the book, we can clearly
see that the little engine is to be read
as a christ figure. And as we all know,
the story of Jesus ends with him dying.
And, if we ignore the fact that Jesus
then comes back to life thus reaffirm-
ing the value of using our finite time
alive for a greater purpose, this is more
evidence that the text supports a nihil-
istic worldview.

It goes deeper too. This text also
connects to the work of Jean Baudril-
lard, who said stuff about a simulation
or something, I dunno, but it doesn’t
matter. What matters is that Baudril-
lard, a famous pessimist, was born in
1929. That’s only 41 years away from
the “Little Engine” author Watty Pip-
er’s birthday in 1888. Clearly the two
are connected, so the Little Engine
must in some way reflect Baudrillard’s
views.

If I had actually read the entire book
(the train with the face scared me too
much to keep going and the words
were kind of hard, so I'm relying on
sparknotes here), I'm sure that there
would be even more evidence. But for
now, that’s all I've got.

The Ass-Berry Critic:

School 1s dumb, weed is cool

Editor’s Note: The Ass-Berry Critic is a featured opinion column written and submitted by Pringles
Institute for Ethics interns. The opinions expressed in this and other pieces are that of the author,
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The DeBauch or Pringles.

BERNARD WINKLEFORT IV
UNSHACKLED FREELANCER

In a capitalist society of 60-hour
work weeks, unpaid overtime,
multi-million-dollar vacations and
$500 grocery bills, why would you
ever work if you don’t have to? My
fellow DBU students, our parents
pay for us to come to a place that
gives us nothing but opportunity.
Most importantly among them
is the opportunity to blow off all
other opportunities. Today, I'll be
proposing lethargism: a radical
new philosophical framework to
empower your depowerment.

Lethargism condemns produc-
tivity and rewards indulgence. It
is an ideal blend of several polit-
ical and ethical philosophies. It
borrows moral ennui from liber-
tarianism, pretentiousness from
marxism, overconsumption from
capitalism, simplicity from utili-
tarianism and maybe something
else from another philosophy that
requires more effort to under-
stand. For more context, allow me
to describe a day in the life of one
who follows lethargism (thankful-
ly, DBU’s student body provides us
with many).

Let us say that our example has
two choices. They can either at-
tend class or smoke weed. Your
conforming, simple mind may
assume that attending class and
learning, therefore making the
most out of your time and money,
is the correct option. But lethar-
gism invites us to consider: what
is more pleasing right here and
now? I know, a revolutionary
thought had by no human before.

But wait, there is more! Lethar-
gism is uniquely compatible with
the two most beneficial inven-
tions in human history: social
media algorithms and artificial
intelligence. By kneecapping your
motivation and cauterizing your
media literacy, you become the
ideal consumer for these technol-
ogies. I bet Kant never even con-
sidered if whatever he said was
Metaverse-compatable. Maybe in
a world where Al isn’t the undeni-
able future of all facets of the hu-
man condition, his boring books
could have a place in this world.

One may argue that fading ev-
ery class, cutting off your intel-
lectual growth and chudding out
isn’t a new philosophy, it’s just a

blind acceptance of our capitalist
world. But to that I say: blindly
accepting capitalism requires one
to acquire a job, which is strongly
against our ways.

Of course, once you’re off-cam-
pus, this lifestyle stops being so
breezy. Thankfully, that’s what
we lethargists call “a problem for
later.” This groundbreaking term
can be applied to any essence you
can conjure up. For example, I
should really write a conclusion to
this article, or at least finish my
last sentence, but thankfully, I'll
justcallita

DeBauch announces new course

requirements

TRU-101

The Truth behind your Degree

Ever wonder why you can’t get a job offer out of school?
Struggling to make more than minimum wage? Enroll in TRU-101!
In Truth-101, you’'ll be taught the truth of DeBauch and why
your degree won’t land you a job (this is a required course to be

taken by all second-semester freshmen.)

CHEM-103

The Chemistry of Body Spray

Why shower when you can simply combine deodorant and three

different kinds of cologne? In CHEM-103, students will examine
the chemical properties of body spray, which is questionable to
the human body, and hopefully answer the question of why no

female students have registered for this one yet.

BUS-400

Networking and Nepotism

Can’t find a job? Don’t worry, neither can any of your classmates.
In BUS-400, you’ll leam it’s not about how much you know, but
rather how much money your dad makes. Students will practice
using their father’s money to network their way to a middle-class
job. The final project entails gaining over 500 LinkedIn
connections you’ll never talk to, along with your father writing a

EDU-311

Critical Thinking and Buzzwords

mean you’re smart.

recommendation letter for you (required for all senior business

Think you’re smarter than everyone else? Spoiler alert: this is
DeBauch, chances are you're not. In EDU-311, students will leamn
how to distinguish between being overconfident and actual
intelligence. Coursework includes reading comprehension, basic
problem solving and learning that buzzwords don’t necessarily

majors).
ENG-421 MAT-290
Writing without ChatGPT Math in the Real World

A comprehensive final class for English majors to construct
grammatically correct sentences without relying on Al. Students
will leam the difference between there, they're and their, as well

as learn how to read cursive.

Are you 22 and still don’t know how to calculate sales tax? Do
you still use your calculator for your tip? In MAT-290, we dive
into some of the rather complex levels of mathematics, such as

long division and the difference between decimals and percentages
(required for all Math majors).

DeBauch Stadium construction underway

TOPOR BOTTOM
NOSEY BASTARD

There has been a big mystery
surrounding DeBauch’s new sta-
dium. The main features include a
hole in the first floor where they
plan to bury the Monon Bell, an
eighth floor made up entirely of
women’s bathrooms and a 12th
and 13th floor without any elec-
tricity, since the architect, a De-
Bauch alumnus, forgot to include
plugs. Our source chose to remain
anonymous, afraid of being as-
sociated with the project in any
way and of being sent back to De-
Bauch’s little town.

“The 12th and 13th floor bath-
rooms suck,” said one anonymous
source. “All the counters are filled
with tampons.”

Another key feature of the sta-
dium is its 16 elevators. Howev-
er, that only one works at a time.
Considering DeBauch’s critical
thinking skills, the bigger worry
is whether that one can hold its
own. Apparently, the elevator
only stops at floors 1, 8, 3 and 2,
in that order.

Perhaps the most telling detail
is the home locker room, which
comes fully equipped with ring
lights, vanity mirrors and a skin-
care station. According to one
source, players spend more time
there before kickoff than on the
field. Once the team is moistur-
ized and ready, it runs out of the
tunnel to Taylor Swift.

The skincare station took up so

much space that a miscommunica-
tion left the visiting locker room
twice the size of DeBauch’s own.
Even our source was shocked by
the naming rights battle, mostly
because there wasn’t one. De-
Bauch’s local Waffle House won
the rights with a $5 bid.

That brings us back to the mys-
tery. With $80 million spent, one
working elevator and two floors
still waiting on plugs, DeBauch
has built a 13-story monument to
the one thing it fears most: los-
ing the Bell. Hence the hole. Ac-
cording to our source, it is deep
enough that no Wabco man will
ever find it and so poorly lit that
no Dannie will either. The archi-
tect, after all, forgot the plugs.

HAVE YOU OR A FELLOW

STUDENT BEEN AFFLICTED
WITH A DEBAUCH EDUCATION?

If so, you may be eligible for up to $42* and
a bag of Frito Lay chips of your choice.

CALL (248) 434-5508

*Must pay $40 processing fee to qualify for payment.
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The DeBauch

Trueling Opinions: The eternal debate

The ultimate
tush push

O.T. SMITH
EAGLES TIGHT ENDS

The debate all guys have amongst
themselves is butt vs boobs. But there
is only one correct answer to this ques-
tion, and it is the rear end. While most
people would rather look and feel boobs,
what matters more is wooing the girl.
Girls are more often than not self-con-
scious about the size of their breasts,
so when asked this question you must
answer accordingly. Women can control
the size of their butt through working
out and eating properly but they are un-
able to control the size of their frontal
assets, so in order to win them over you
must say that their butt matters more.
Women can sense true nature though
so you must embody this ideal to heart
and truly believe it in order to convince
them. The way to identify one of these
degenerates is by their style and choice
to prefer boobs, when the women's pre-
ferred answer is what matters more.

Men obsessed with boobs can often
be seen blow drying their hair and be-
ing obnoxiously performative, in order
to get a view of women that most often
just walk past. This level of performa-
tive-ness can only be achieved by the
highest level of gooners seeking only
to achieve their dirty minded fantasies
rather than treat women as the queens
they are. Seeking to have as many wom-
en as possible so they can plant their
nose in as many bossoms as possible. In
the end we as men should realize that
hindquarters should matter more to
both men and women as they are bet-
ter to view and have added benefits of
thighs and hips. While women usually
end up choosing the evil calcium cannon
enjoyers, to us gluteus maximus fanta-
sizers we must stay true to our morals,
protect these ladies to the end and con-
tinue to spread the truth.

Why the front
is always better
than the rear

MOE TURBOAT
DEER IN HEADLIGHTS

It has come to my attention that certain peo-
ple on campus have been obsessed over the
human posterior. We understand this pure ob-
session and temptation. When your campus life
consists mostly of people walking in the oppo-
site direction of you, it's hard to not see it all
the time. You naturally become an expert.

The front is objectively superior to the back-
side. Allow me to explain it slowly with shapes
and colors so the fine folks on campus can un-
derstand without their brains melting and su-
personic speed. First, let's start with the con-
versation with the opposite gender. Attraction
generally involves the face. When talking to
another human, which is a scary concept with-
in itself, looking at the chest keeps your eyes
within 45 degrees of their eyes, making it easy
to play it off if they call you out. The backside,
however, requires a total break of eye contact
and sometimes neck movement. In order to en-
joy this somebody must be actively fleeing your
company, probably because you are a weirdo
and stink. Admitting that you like the posterior
is like saying, “My favorite part about you is the
way you look when you are running away from
me.” It’s the prize for all the fine students here
who can’t hold a conversation. Glute worship is
Stockholm syndrome for people whose roman-
tic encounters universally end in a fast retreat.

Secondly, consider biology. I know we as
a school have a collective GPA of 1.69, but
that won’t stop us from innovating. Glutes
are meant purely for athletics, first tested by
pulling sleds, climbing hills and escaping pred-
ators. Breasts however, are an evolutionary
miracle of luxury. They are nature’s pillows and
designed for maximum comfort. Why anybody
would choose a pair of hardened hamstrings
over velvet cushions remains a mystery to our
psychology department.

Finally, it's a matter of etiquette. Hugging
brings two chests together in a display of mu-
tual liking and warmth. Try hugging some-
body’s posterior in broad daylight and see how
fast Campus safety joins in before leaving on
their horse and buggy. Stop hanging out by the
dumpsters and get some taste.

[Add

Personality
Title Here]

MAXIN CELL
CHARISMATIC FELLOW

I don’t know how I ended up with this
one.
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Letter to the Editor: Where
can | buy more bag?

FINN TINALL
MOMMA'S BOY

Asking for a friend. Not for any par-
ticular reason but where in Muncie can
I blow some yayo? I'm told it's every
bathroom at the college but I'd like to
know for sure. Is it just the sororities
that have it laced or what? I'm thinking
I work my way up to it over time. The
powers that be will tell you that Char-
lie Chang is “bad for you” and the slopes
will “ruin your life.” I’'ve watched the
Wolf of Wallstreet and that’s obviously
not true.

First of all: I could use some atten-
tion boost. If I did blow I could swing
24 credit hours a semester and graduate
next year. My father’s lawyer is too busy
with my parents’ divorce to work out my
Title IX violations. I think I'll just pass
the barr in a couple weeks of snooting
tootski and do it myself. Aside from
all the indoor snow, my room will nev-
er be cleaner. 200-level coloring inside
the lines is bending me over because of
all my athletic absences. All of this and

more will be possible with only a bit of
railing it every day. Like just a little.
Not even that much.

Another reason it’ll be great, weight
loss. Not for me. You see, I would nev-
er call a woman fat. Just imply it sub-
tly. You get better results that way. My
sneaky link has put on major weight
since I got her pregnant and I'm kinda
going back to my girlfriend. Some lines
would fix that. Come on, people, think
of the possibilities.

Finally just think of the social confi-
dence and networking I'll be able to get
done. If my future employers don’t be-
lieve I'm ideal the first time I tell them,
they sure will the 381st time In ten sec-
onds.

If it’s good enough for The Beatles, Mi-
chael Jackson, Arnold Schwarzenegger,
Serena Williams, Muhammad Ali, Hellen
Keller and Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson”
(probably idk), it's good enough for me.
If anyone could tell me where to get
some white girl, text me at (765)-555-
6967 .Four a line would be good. Preesh.

Features of new football
stadium unveiled

CONNIE MIST
HARD HAT D

There has been a big mystery sur-
rounding DeBauch’s new stadium. As a
result, we at The DeBauch feel we have
a clear responsibility for our audience.
Thanks to a little convincing, we now
have a source with inside knowledge of
the new stadium’s features. The main
features include a hole in the first floor
where they plan to bury the Monon Bell,
an eighth floor made up entirely of wom-
en’s bathrooms and a 12th and 13th
floor without any electricity, since the
architect, a DeBauch alumnus, forgot
to include outlets. Our source chose to
remain anonymous, afraid of being as-
sociated with the project in any way and
of being sent back to DeBauch’s little
town.

“The 12th and 13th floor bathrooms
suck,” said the source. “All the counters
are filled with tampons.”

Another key feature of the stadium is
its 16 elevators. The system is so poorly
designed, however, that only one works
at a time. Considering DeBauch’s criti-
cal thinking skills, the bigger worry is
whether that one can hold its own. Ap-
parently, the elevator only stops at the
first, eight, second and third, in that or-

der. The eighth floor is, of course, the
most used part of the stadium.

Perhaps the most telling detail is the
home locker room, which comes fully
equipped with ring lights, vanity mir-
rors and a skincare station. According
to our source, players spend more time
there before kickoff than on the field.
Once the team is moisturized and ready,
it runs out of the tunnel singing along to
Taylor Swift.

The skincare station took up so much
space that a miscommunication left the
visiting locker room twice the size of
DeBauch’s own. Even our source was
shocked by the naming rights battle,
mostly because there wasn’t one. De-
Bauch’s local Waffle House was the only
bidder, and it won the rights with a $5
bid.

That brings us back to the mystery.
With $80 million spent, one working
elevator and two floors still waiting
on plugs, DeBauch has built a 13-sto-
ry monument to the one thing it fears
most: losing the Monon. Hence the
hole. According to our source, it is deep
enough that no WabCo man will ever
find it and so poorly lit that no Dannie
will either. The architect, after all, for-
got the outlets.

The microagressions of
intersectionality triggering
neural-normativity in the
problematic sexless gaze against

the lesbian

BUZZ WIRDS
MATCHA DRINKER

It is within the conformity of the cau-
casian conscience we find the common
consensus wherein the wherewithal to
wither away amazement and unadulter-
ated artifice of the childlike, “cunty”
commonwealth is uncourteously consis-
tent. Curiously, the latency of the lesbi-
an lust factor is seen laboriously lament-
ing in the lackluster, unsung, majority
of jovial juvenile jowls within the lesbi-
an luxury, in a metaphorical manner of
menstruational and thessaurian marks-
manship. The monstrosity of the sexless
male gaze is a grotesque, yet gargantu-
an, gavel to grovel upon with the utmost
grandiosity. In addition, the anarchic
arbiters of the anglosaxon acquisition
arm themselves to become angelic arti-
facts in the lesbian lexicon via the archi-
tects of arcadian, or even spartan, sov-
ereignty. Do these socialites of Sisyphus
really subscribe to sexless sorcery? Or is
there a more sociopathic agenda to this
angle? Perchance?

Problematically, the humanistic hu-
bris of this dishonorable discharge are
as follows: freudian, feudalistic and fi-
nally faustian farce within the context
of corporate America. These anti-marx-

continuum

ist patriarchs find themselves in a tight
rope between fascism and falsified fa
therhood outside the fatherland anc
within these arbitrations of their owr
naturalistic, geopolitical multicultur
alism of the first degree. This begs the
question: can an anti-feminist polycule
of proper punctuality be truthfully con
signed to the capitalist, republican, con
formist and furthermore conservative
ideals within the third or first world:
In truth, the gold standard asks that the
feminine sexuality be primarily for the
reagan-istic male gaze as opposed to the
biden-istic female gays. Those who wan
der into the worship of woeful wrongdo
ing will find themselves, at their core
completely cocksure of communism, a
least, so saith the anti-liberal elites anc
their cronies.

In short, these masculine proletariat
or moids, are problematic to the artisan:
of the alphabetical. Without the mascu
loid elite, the feminine homosexual mi
nority would find themselves with a sig
nificantly numerous count of courteou:
coitus. The erotic anti-woke would se
to it that our fellow esoteric non-evan
gelines are without a romantic romulus
Perchance.

DeBauch welcomes WabCo alum
to lead journalism program

TALAFREAKO
CAVEMAN-IN-CHIEF

Slam Bendydick lit his cigar, puffed a
long, slow ring into the air of his office on
DeBauch University campus and marveled
at where he sat.

“Can you believe they handed me the keys
to this place?” said Bendydick. “Oh, er, sor-
ry. By that I mean this office in this beau-
tiful building on this” — through gritted
teeth — “fantastic campus.”

Earlier this week, DeBauch University
welcomed Bendydick as its new Director
of Journalism, a move seen as a coup giv-
en Bendydick’s run of success with Wab-
Co’s prestigious award-winning student
newspaper The Bachelor, where he was at
the helm for consecutive Best Small Col-
lege Newspaper in Indiana awards. He’ll be
looking to turn around the paltry, decaying
journalism program at DeBauch.

“My focus is to begin with the ABCs,” said
Bendydick. “And that’s no metaphor. These
Dannies literally don’t know how to read.”

A class of 2025 alumnus at WabCo, Ben-
dydick will look to bolster a struggling
journalism program at DBU. Budget cuts
have reduced students to making their pa-
per out of papyrus so they have something
to scribble their articles on. COMM-235:
Electronic Journalism has been reduced to
a glorified AI-101 course. And former Fox
anchor Tucker Carlson was the most recent
lecturer.

“Wait, where’s the business school?” said
Haydin Asskrack ’27, in response to The De-
Bauch’s question. “I don’t know about jour-
nalism bro, I'm just trying to find my vape.”

Bendydick will also be charged with re-
viving DBU’s hopeless slop of a student
newspaper. Often billed as Indiana’s first
college newspaper, it’s now — we fully ad-
mit — simply the Hoosier State’s worst. It’s
now just a relic of the past.

“Yeah, it is probably beyond fixing, I’ll
be honest,” said Bendydick. “But,” he said
through cigar puffs, “the world won’t be
missing anything, so no need to fret.”
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DBU smashes attendance

e

BARTHOLOMEW WINCHESTER 29
INTERIM SPORTS EDITOR

History was made Saturday night as
DeBauch basketball welcomed a record-
breaking crowd of two fans, surpassing
the previous mark of one set in 2019 by
a man who later said he was “just looking
for the bathroom.”

The milestone sent shockwaves through
the athletic department, which had
prepared for a turnout of zero and was
forced to unlock a second bleacher section
in under ten minutes.

“We’ve never seen energy like this,”
said athletic communications assistant
Brayden Whitcomb, who confirmed the
figure after counting twice and briefly
suspecting he’d counted himself. “At one
point both of them stood up at the same
time. Our facilities staff had to check the
building’s structural rating.”

The record-setting duo, identified
as Kevin and Margaret Hollister of
Cloverdale, arrived in the second quarter
after reportedly taking a wrong turn
on their way to the Putnam County
Fairgrounds. Sources say they stayed
through halftime because “it was warm in
there.”

“Honestly, we thought it was a church
thing,” Margaret Hollister said. “Then
a man in a tiger suit started crying and
hugging us, so we felt like we couldn’t
leave.”

The crowd of two generated a measured
decibel reading of 41, roughly the
volume of a library or a DePauw student
explaining what they plan to do with a
Communications degree. Witnesses say
the noise peaked when Kevin Hollister’s
phone rang.

The university has moved quickly to

capitalize. A banner commemorating
the night will be raised to the rafters
next week, and the admissions office
has already added “Electric game-day
atmosphere (2 fans)” to its campus tour
script. A spokesperson confirmed plans to
retire both of the Hollisters’ seats, which
will not be difficult, since nobody else was
going to sit there.

Head coach Dale Pritchard called the

g S

PHOTO COURTESY OF DEBAUCH ATHLETICS

crowd “the sixth and seventh man we’ve
always dreamed of” and praised the fans’
commitment, noting that neither left
early, mostly because the athletic director
was crying tears of joy.

At press time, the Hollisters had been
offered season tickets, a parking pass
and honorary degrees. They responded
by politely asking for directions back to
Route 231.

‘““Honestly, we thought it was a church thing.
Then a man in a tiger suit started crying and
hugging us, so we felt like we couldn’t leave”

-Margaret Hollister

TYLER ’27
WHAT DOES HE DO? EDITOR

In another week of sports, DeBauch
University demonstrated their prowess
in dominant fashion once again. And not
none of those barbaric sports those other
schools might partake in. The real true
ones only someone with class could be good
at. Let’s get right into this week in sports.

Yachting

Thanks to a very deserved gift from his
father, Gideon Gleeful 27 took his new
Beneteau First 36 across the finish line in a
dominant fashion. In his typical celebratory
fashion Gleeful could be seen sun bathing
while the freshmen of the team worked
relentlessly to keep the schools undefeated
strike alive. Finishing in a time of 42:08.5
the Tigers outclassed the likes of Princeton
and University of Pennsylvania who battled
it out for a respectable second place.

Polo

The Polo team continues their dominance
thanks to Head Coach Gonzalo Pieres,
gratefully brought in by our wonderful
trustees. Beating Stanford University 12-1
the team extended their win streak to eight

This week in sports

games. When attempting to interview
team captain Pacifica Northwest ‘28 for
comment she looked at our reporter in
disgust.

Croquet

The Croquet team struggled against
Liberty University narrowly winning 26-
24. What did not help was when Johnny
Test 28 broke his mallet over his knee
when he learned his mother was cutting
one of his credit cards. Still they prevailed,
demonstrating the might of Tigers even in
the hardest situations.

Bocce Ball

The Men’s Bocce Ball team refused
to participate against Hampden Sydney
College because they noticed the poor
quality of their opponents balls. In a
statement to The DeBauch, Head Coach
Matt Scott stated his Tigers only play with
the absolute best. The team will play in a
scrimmage to make up for the lost match.

Tune in next week as we continue to keep
students updated with the riveting and
exciting stories that is DeBauch University
Sports.
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Bell found!

IPA JOHNSON ’28
STAFF WRITER

Panic spread across Debauch University
on Monday afternoon after rumors began
circling that the bell was missing. For
hours on Monday night and through
the night to the early hours of Tuesday
morning, students and faculty alike
searched for the bell. It was finally
discovered within a janitor’s closet in
Olemas Hall.

Approved security and administration
opened the safe meant to hold the bell
in an undisclosed location. This is done
once yearly during the week leading up to
the Monon Bell game, and otherwise the
bell is kept hidden from both DeBauch
students and faculty where it is impossible
to be stolen. When the safe was opened all
that remained was a mound of dust and
panic ensued.

“We’re searching every possible inch
and crevasse of campus to find the bell,”
said DBU President Tory Green. “We are
asking for everyone’s help in searching
for the bell so that it can receive it’s once
yearly glimpse of the sun.”

Students quickly formed search
committees, and all practices and classes
were canceled on Monday evening in lieu
of finding the bell. This task proved more
difficult than originally expected as many
students couldn’t recall the last time
they’d seen it.

“I don’t honestly know what the Monon
looks like,” said Mia Ross '28. “It’s only
ever been out for display during the game.
Is it like an actual train bell or is that just
a joke?”

The students

consensus amongst

seemed to be that not many had ever seen
the bell. Those that had seen it hadn’t
seen it in so long they couldn’t remember
what it looked like. Many students walked
the DeBauch University campus with a
puzzled looks on their faces. A few picked
up leaves, while others climbed the trees
to see if the 300 pound bell hung at the
top.

Accusations and speculation grew
through the night as stories of Wabash
students who broke into the safe, and
faculty who had sold it to pay off debt
spread throughout the campus. Finally,
after hours of searching, President Green
provided an update at 8am on Tuesday.

“After numerous hours of searching,
one of our custodians stumbled upon
the bell,” said President Green in a

press conference Tuesday Morning. “We
attempted to update campus via Yik Yak
but due to constant wifi outages we were
unsuccessful. In celebration of finding
the Bell, it will be displayed for two whole
days this year rather than one.”

PHOTO BY BIMBO WALLASS ‘27
The Monon bell returned safe and sound
to its dusty hiding place.

DEBAUCH UNIVERSITY

HELP
WANTED

How many yards are in a first down?
What does par mean?
What is an and-one?

If you know any of these answers, you are
WAY too over qualified for this position.

However, if you're like normal DeBauch

students and know nothing about sports
ball...

APPLY NOW

@
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The purpose of The Bachelor is to serve the
school audience, including but not limited to
administrators, faculty and staff, parents, alumni,
community members and most importantly, the
students. Because this is a school paper, the con-
tent and character within will cater to the student
body’s interests, ideas, and issues. Further, this
publication will serve as a medium and forum for
student opinions and ideas.

Although an individual newspaper, the Board
of Publications publishes The Bachelor. The
Bachelor and BOP receive funding from the
Wabash College Student Senate, which derives
its funds from the Wabash College student body.

Letters (e-mails) to the editor are welcomed and
encouraged. They will only be published if they
include name, phone, or e-mail, and are not
longer than 800 words.

The Bachelor reserves the right to edit letters
for content, typographical errors, and length.
All letters received become property of this
publication for the purposes of reprinting and/
or redistribution. Profanity may appear in the
publication, but only in cases of direct quote or if
profanity is necessary to the content of the story.
Please do not confuse profanity with obscenity.
No article or picture of an obscene nature will
appear in this publication.

The Bachelor is printed every Thursday at
the Purdue Exponent in West Lafayette. It is
delivered freely to all students, faculty, and staff
at Wabash College. All advertising published
in the Bachelor is subject to an established rate
card. The Bachelor reserves the right to deny
requests for publication of advertisements.
Student organizations of Wabash College may
purchase advertisements at half the listed rate.

The Bachelor is a member of the Hoosier State
and Indiana Collegiate Press Associations (HSPA
and ICPA).

Democrats have the
momentum: Now they have
to do something with it

Phillip Barre Jr. 30
President of Wabash
College Democrats

Reply to this opinion at
pabarreo@wabash.edu

e 2026 midterm elections gave

Democrats a lot to celebrate, and now

the question is what comes next. Winning

control of Congress is a major accomplishment.

Keeping the trust of the voters who helped
make it happen will be the real test.

Democrats came out of this year’s midterms
in a much stronger position, winning control
of both the House of Representatives and the
Senate. Democrats also made gains in state
government, including here in Indiana, where
they broke the Republican supermajority in
the statehouse. Those results matter because
elections determine who has a voice when laws
are debated and which issues receive attention.

I do not think Democrats should look at
these results and assume that voters have
suddenly agreed with everything the party
stands for. People vote for different reasons,
and frustration with one party does not always
mean full support for the other. Democrats
have an opportunity now, but they also have to
show that they understand why people wanted
change in the first place.

The national results make the shift hard to
overlook. According to the Associated Press,
Democrats won control of both chambers of
Congress, gaining at least seven Senate seats
and more than two dozen House districts.
With those majorities, Democrats will have
more power to challenge Republican policies,
investigate issues involving the administration
and put forward their own priorities. They will
also have a stronger position when it comes
to providing oversight of President Donald
Trump’s administration.

That influence could make a real difference,
but only if Democrats use it wisely. It is easy
for politicians to talk about the economy or
promise to make life better. Families want
to afford groceries, pay bills, find good jobs
and plan for the future without every expense
becoming harder to manage. Students are also
concerned about college costs and whether
future opportunities will be within reach. If
Democrats want voters to continue supporting
them, they need to focus on these everyday
issues instead of treating their election victory
as the finish line.

The results in Indiana are especially worth
paying attention to for students at Wabash.
Indiana Democrats broke the Republicans’
14-year supermajority in the state House,
giving Democrats more influence in a

legislature where Republicans have held a
strong advantage. Democrats also gained a
congressional seat after defeating a Republican
incumbent in the 5th District. That changed
Indiana’s congressional delegation from a 7-2
Republican advantage to 6-3, according to
Indiana Capital Chronicle.

Indiana has not suddenly turned into a
Democratic state. Republicans still hold more
seats in the state’s congressional delegation,
and many Hoosiers still support conservative
candidates. But breaking the supermajority
changes the conversation at the Statehouse. It
gives Democrats more of a chance to challenge
proposals, raise concerns and make sure their
constituents are heard. Lawmakers make
decisions about schools, health care, jobs and
other issues that affect people across Indiana.

The results also offer a lesson for Democrats.
The party made gains in areas that have often
supported Republican candidates. That shows
political support is not something either party
should take for granted. Voters can change
their minds when they feel ignored or believe
their concerns are not being addressed.
Democrats should not assume everyone who
voted for them did so for the same reason.
Some voters may have been motivated by the
economy, others by personal rights and others
by wanting a different direction from the
current administration.

That is also why the work cannot stop
after the votes are counted. Democrats will
need to keep talking with people who do not
always agree with them, including voters in
smaller towns and communities where the
party has struggled. Listening should not just
happen during campaign season. If elected
officials want people to believe they are being
represented, they have to stay present, explain
their decisions, and be willing to hear criticism
when they fall short.

As a Democrat, I see this election as a
chance for the party to prove that it can do
more than oppose the other side. Control of
Congress gives Democrats a louder voice and
more responsibility. They should use that
power to work on making life more affordable,
protecting people’s rights and making the
government more accountable. They should
also be willing to work with Republicans when
doing so can lead to something useful for the
people they represent. Voters do not benefit
when elected officials care more about winning
arguments than solving problems.

The 2026 midterms did not fix everything,
and they were not a sign that every American
now agrees with the Democratic Party, But
they did change the balance of power and
give Democrats a bigger role in deciding what
happens next. That is why I believe Democrats
emerged stronger. Now comes the harder
part: showing voters that their support led to
something meaningful. Winning an election
gets a party into a position of power. What
it does with that power is what people will
remember.

HI-FIVES

FIVE THINGS WORTHY
OF A HI-FIVE THIS WEEK

OUR VERY OWN STEVE
KORNACKI

Hi-Five to Connor Phillips 28 for
shouldering a Herculean load of
election coverage the past three
weeks. We're lucky to have you (back
off NBC)!

IT'S NOT WHAT IT LOOKS
LIKE

Lo-Five to Rockstar Games for
announcing that GTA VI will be over
200GB; guess it's time to invest in a
hard drive.

WE LIKE OUR GUYS

Lo-Five to the Colts for continuing to
allow Daniel Jones to play football. The
amount of incompletions we see on the
field remind us of every construction
project on campus.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
WE GOT 'EM

Hi-Five to Jidion for finally getting
EDP445 arrested; cupcake bakeries
stocks are soon to plummet.

7

DOES HE 'KNOW?’

Lo-Five to Coach Peeples for
misspelling Knowling Fieldhouse in
his email;, however, props to him
for knowing it exists... there are
probably freshmen who don't.

Wallies in the wild: Read a book

Jake Vermeulen 21

hile I was a student at Wabash,
I read a ton. I'm sure you do
too. It’s unavoidable if you want to
pass your classes. Wabash professors
(rightly!) love a reading assignment
with a spirited discussion to follow.
However, one of the consequences
of reading so much while studying and
preparing for classes was that I rarely
read outside of my obligations for
school. There are only so many hours
in a day, and there are only so many of

those hours a Wabash man can spend
with his nose in a book. At some point,
a Wabash man has to eat, sleep, go to
Chapel and do his part to Beat DePauw.
So, reading for pleasure generally gets
triaged out. There’s nothing wrong
with this. It’s a perfectly rational way
to allocate your time and energy, but
after graduation, consider reallocating
some of your newfound time back into
reading.

Reading rates are staggeringly low
in this country. According to a YouGov
poll published at the end of 2025, 40%
of Americans read zero books last year.
The same poll found the median number
of books read by an American last year
was two. All it takes to read more books
than half of all Americans is to read a
third book.

The statistics are even grimmer for
men. YouGov found men were more
likely than women to have read no
books in the past year (44% for men

vs. 37% for women). Only 14% of men
read at least 10 books in the past year,
compared with 25% of women.

So what do we do about it? We pick up
a book. It can be about anything. Fiction
or nonfiction; short or long; audiobook,
e-book or physical copy; purchased or
rented from the library; take notes in
the margin or don’t; highlight or don’t.
Read all sorts of things, and read them
in any and all formats that work for you
and your schedule. The right way to
read is whatever way gets you reading,
regardless of anything anyone else says.
It’s probably been a while since you read
for fun, so read broadly and figure out
what kinds of books you enjoy.

You can do this very cheaply if you
want to. In fact, you can read a ton of
books for a grand total of $0. Library
cards are still free. If you don’t want
to schlepp into the library to physically
check out books every couple of weeks,
most libraries also provide you free

access to audiobooks and e-books
through the Libby app.

I want to be clear that I'm not saying
you have to read 100 books per year.
You really don’t have to do that. Reading
just one book per month would put
you among the top 20% of American
readers, but the number of books you
read is beside the point. Research shows
attention spans have been shrinking for
decades. This trend has only accelerated
over the last few years with the rise
of AI chatbots and endless scrolls of
algorithmically-curated vertical videos.
Reading a book trains your attention
span and critical thinking skills to
overcome these cognitive headwinds.
Speaking from personal experience, it
has been better for my own mental
health to replace (some of) the doom-
scrolling with reading a good book.
Once you’ve graduated and have a little
more room in your schedule, I hope you
will give it a shot too.

Champions i

Owen Vermeulen
28
News Editor

Reply to this opinion at
ohvermeu28@wabash.edu

M ostracing fans will know, but this
week, Formula 1 (F1) crowned
3 new World Champion. Andrea Kimi
Antonelli not only won the F1 champi-
onship in dominant fashion, clinching
the title with four rounds to spare,
but he also broke a record. At just 20
years and 68 days, Antonelli became the
youngest World Champion in F1 histo-
'y, beating Sebastian Vettel’s previous
record by more than three years. That is
remarkable in and of itself, but the truly
remarkable thing to me is that Antonelli
was born on August 25, 2006. I was

born June 1, 2006, just shy of three
months older than Kimi. Not only does
this almost certainly mean my dreams of
becoming a professional race car driver
are over, it officially marks the begin-
ning of tomorrow.

Growing up, we were constantly told
that we were the leaders of tomorrow.
We were never told when tomorrow was
supposed to be here, just that it wasn’t
today.

I know we’re still in school and it’s
easy to think we still have time before
we’re ready, but I have some evidence
that you’re wrong. Grant Brewer ’28,
over the last three years in addition to
keeping high levels of campus involve-
ment, including an insane wrestling
schedule and being RA of Rogge, he’s
also worked as a certified nurses assis-
tant and volunteered at his church in
his free time. Connor Phillips '28, Chief
Justice of Student Senate and knower
of all things congressional district map
related, has already helped multiple
political campaigns, served as a page
for the Democratic National Convention

and been an active proponent of his
local YMCAs. Francisco Bibian '27, not
only shows promise with his advanced
understanding of biochemistry, he also
works with the Boys and Girls Club and
volunteers for his local 4-H Fair. For
many people indecision comes down to
not knowing where they want to go for
dinner, for Elijah Wetzel ‘27, it’s not
knowing if he wants to go to divinity
school or law school when he graduates.
He also helps countless of his fellow stu-
dents become better writers as a writ-
ing fellow at the Writing Center and as
Editor-In-Chief of The Bachelor.

These are just a few of the numerous
examples of people that make an impact
that resonates far beyond these clas-
sic halls. We take for granted that this
campus, this time and these moments
are meant to be a training ground for
the future, but that preparation for the
future doesn’t mean forfeiture of today.
As the election cycle wraps up and the
next wave of our nation’s leadership is
chosen, we’ve seen behavior worthy of
emulation, sure. But more often than

n the making

not we’ve seen bickering, we’ve seen
merciless attacks and we’ve seen point-
ing at what’s wrong with no sense of
direction of what’s right. Hoping for a
new wave to carry us in the right direc-
tion.

We can be that new wave. We can get
out of this pit we’re in. Not by burying
our heads and pretending we don’t care,
but by giving a shit. All of the people
I mentioned above, have one thing in
common. They give a damn.

One of my mentors used to say that
you have the choice of being the begin-
ning of an era or the end of one. I've
been seeing headline after headline
these last few weeks and I don’t know
about you, but I'm ready for a new era.
Get involved with your local govern-
ment or volunteer groups, help those
who can’t help themselves, donate to
a food pantry, collect trash, coach a
kids soccer team, instill values in your
community. If you’re old enough to be
a world champion, you’re old enough to
contribute to your community.

THE BACHELOR | BACHELOR.WABASH.EDU | 5



OPINION

‘“Themeless #3’

Crossword by Paul Hawksworth 28

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1l 12 13
14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

68 70

71 73

Across Down

1. Dear, in Rome 1. 2016 NBA champs, familiarly
5. “Mad Men” star John 2. Gobi desert’s continent

9. Tavern basic 3. Violent protest

14. Snarky retort 4. On fire

15. Indy 500 winner Luyendyk 5. Chinese dynasty after the Qin
16. Sleep affliction 6. Actress Meyers

17. Concertmaster, e.g. 7. Uncategorized, abbr.

19. Dons, as clothing 8. Procedure

20. Biblical adversary 9. Partners against crime?

21. Kitchen master 10. Bonobo, for one

23. Engraved letters? 11. “Sick wave, bro!”

24. Apple computers 12. Creepy

27. Baltimore MLBers

29. Boy Scout’s favorite race?
33. ___ z (comprehensive)

34. Actor Idris

35. Like some verbs

38. Jeans pioneer Strauss

40. Wartime vehicles

43. Capital of Italy

44. Intelligent

46. Big name in fragrances
A8. Telegrapher’s tap

49. Furry wildfire opposer

53. Mayan region

55. Walkman maker

56. Eclectic musician Brian
57 . Slanted text, for short

59. 11th-century Spanish hero
53. Sean of “Stranger Things”
65. Purple lightsaber wielder
68. Citizen competitor

59. 2008 AL Rookie of the Year Longoria
/0. Scholarship factor

/1. Drops of sorrow

72. Puts (down)

/3. Getting there figs.

36.
37.

. Speaks with a gravelly voice
. Amazed by (with “of”)
. Before, in poems

. Blood blocker

. Japanese noodle

. Clarinet kin

. Buds

. Agenda element

. Halifax’s home

. Fine companion?
“Aida” solo

short

39.

41

42.
45.
47.
50.
51.
52.

53

54.
58.
60.
61.
62.
64.
66.
67.

2017 Category 5 hurricane

. Baby foxes

Central London district
Rectangular frozen pizza maker
Extend a library checkout

Kit’s partner

Tooth protector

Journalist’s credit

. Ingredient in 9-across

“I wish I could ___ that”
Magma

Tech review website

Lightbulb moment causer
Failed bombs

Texter’s concurred astonishment
Coral island

40% of ninety-nine?

Scan for solution!

Popular fantasy film franchise, for

Cars are becoming
appliances, not experiences

Andrew Dufty ’28

Reply to this opinion at
avduffy28@wabash.edu

he year is 2014, and you are going to get

groceries with your mother. At a stop-
light, your car begins to shake, and noise fills
the air as the brand-new Dodge Challenger
Scat Pack pulls up in the lane alongside your
car. You are filled with awe before the light
turns green, and with a screech of tires, the
458-horsepower 6.4-liter Hemi V8 rips away
down the road, thus affirming that it is, in
fact, badass. Fast forward to today, you are
in the Walmart parking lot, and suddenly
the air is filled with what sounds like a JBL
speaker playing car noises. You look around,
expecting to see, for whatever reason, some-
one playing car noises on a speaker, and are
instead met with the brand-new 2026 Dodge
Challenger Scat Pack, playing engine noises
from speakers to negate the fact that it has
the same electric motors propelling it as a
Jeep Wagoneer.

We are moving towards a future where
this is commonplace, a future where larping
engine sounds is not uncommon from car
manufacturers and a future where buying
a new car is more like buying a new refrig-
erator than buying an expression piece with

identifying factors separating it from any-
thing else. The growing homogenization of
the automobile industry, particularly through
electrification and technology, threatens the
individuality, character and emotional con-
nection that have historically made automo-
biles special.

This issue is by no means confined to
just Dodge Scat Packs. It is widespread in
the automobile industry, with nearly every
large global or domestic legacy brand offering
some form of EV in their current or recent
lineups. Gas cars are predicted to enter a
steady decline beginning in 2029, although
I would argue this decline has already begun.

My complaint lies in the cultural value of
gasoline cars. I do not intend to disagree
with the fact that a reduction in gasoline-
powered cars would be very beneficial for
the environment or that it may be cheaper
for the consumer. These are both very likely
true. However, I find it disheartening that
children will grow up without that sense
of awe brought on by the new Scat Pack or
Corvette at a stoplight. The individuality of
the automobile industry and the care and
intention going into cars will be lost should
gas cars be made completely obsolete, and
they will rather be a simple means to an end,
disguised as individualized by their cosmetic
features and carrying capacity. They will be
no different than a refrigerator. You will not
go out and buy a car for thrill or for its histori-
cal and cultural significance, but rather for
its utility and aesthetic appeal. The focus will
shift from the journey to the destination, and
driving will be at risk of becoming something
people do simply to get from A to B rather
than something they genuinely enjoy.

Wally’s Wall

The Prompt

Carac Johnson °27

Logan Payton ’30

Matt Coffey ’29

What are the pros and cons of receiving an all-male education? Do
you feel like you are missing out? Why or why not.

The pros tremendously outweigh the cons. An all-male education
emphasizes hard work, commitment, and dedication from
students towards not only their studies, but also to bettering
themselves in all aspects of life. At Wabash we say it isn’t just
four years, it’s for life. Wabash builds us up as gentlemen and
responsible citizens as soon as we step foot on campus. An all-
male education is something irreplicable and cannot be found
anywhere else in the nation.

I feel that an all-male education limits the interaction students
have with different groups and viewpoints, while additionally
increasing present biases present in some students. While Wabash
has always been my first choice for a school, I do feel that an all-
male curriculum is outdated in our modern age.

The biggest advantage of a small all-male education is that there
are fewer external factors competing for our attention. With less
going on around us, it’s easier to lock in on the things we need
to do, whether that’s school, work or the goals we came here to
chase. Wabash makes it hard to hide from our own priorities, and
I think that’s a great thing.

And, of course we are missing out. We as students of a small,
all-male campus will miss out on the perspectives women would
bring to our classrooms, or the fun they bring to campus events.

But students miss out on something at every college because
every campus is different. A student at a big state school misses
out on the small classes and close relationships with professors.
A student at a coed school will never know the brotherhood we
have here or the traditions that are uniquely offered at a campus
like Wabash.

Could this title be any
shorter?

Benjamin
Anaclerio ’30

With the recent three year anniversary of
the passing of “Friends” star Mattew
Perry, often referred to as the “Sarcasm King,”
I wanted to talk about why sarcasm is the best
form of comedy. In a world where comedy
is constantly getting sterilized and altered,
sarcasm stands out as the true form of comedy
that cannot be cancelled or shut down. Sarcasm
is a cognitive exercise, a social filter and the
ultimate defense mechanism against the world
that takes itself entirely too seriously.

Sarcasm is an art form, and we have learned
it from the best whether that be on television
or through real life practice. The Mount
Rushmore of sarcasm features Mattew Perry,
Chevy Chase, Seth MacFarlane and Ricky
Gervais. These are the guys that taught us that
earnest anger is exhausting and the best way to
disarm and downplay a bad or absurd situation
is to lean into the bad with a perfectly detached
deadpan delivery.

Seth MacFarlane proved to us that
you can create fun chaos by developing a
hyperarticulated, patronizing breakdown of
a situation. This is usually delivered with a
pristine and arrogant diction of characters like
Peter Griffin, Brain Griffin or Ted. Chevy Chase
built his entire career on smug sarcasm and
deflection. Ricky Gervais taught us that the
most devastating weapon in a room isn’t an
insult, but a sarcastic observation followed by
a silence that forces everybody to sit in silence.
And then there’s Mattew Perry. His “Friends”
character, Chandler Bing, didn’t just give us
the punchlines. He completely rewired how
an entire generation and those who watch him

think. When watching him, you download his
exact neurotically stressed inflection to deploy
whenever life goes crazy.

This brings us to why sarcasm is the
highest form of comedy. Most comedy
relies on a transaction between two people.
One says something funny and the other
laughs. Sarcasm, however, demands active
participation from all involved. When you
perfectly deliver a sarcastic comment, saying
the opposite of what you actually think, it
completely destroys the traditional verbal cues
that signal a joke. When you do sarcasm, you
strip away the safety net of the joke. It’s also
intellectually stimulating. For example, when
you tell somebody at the poker table, “nice
call, you're so good at this game” after they
call and lose, you are betting that that person
possesses the mental ability to interpret your
literal words. When it works, it’s funny and
when it fails you can be seen as a jerk. That’s
what makes the joke landing so satisfying.

Sarcasm has evolved even more with the
media consumption being accelerated. This
is where the comedic vocal stim really has its
time to shine, especially when it’s in the form
of a sticker in a group chat. We use audio cues
of our favorite characters when we are too
exhausted to speak and it’s another form of
sarcasm. Any of my friends can tell you how
I have 500 stickers saved on my phone, one
for every situation. Together, verbal sarcasm
and these cinematic vocal stims serve as the
ultimate sorting hat for human connection. If
I am standing in line for hours and I say “wow
this line is moving at lightspeed” and the
person next to me says “what do you mean we
have been here for two hours,” I immediately
know we are not on the same wavelength.
But if they fire back with “yeah times flying
by” then I know we are connected. We live
in an era where everything is only taken at
face value. A perfectly calibrated sarcastic
remark or bizarrely accurate vocal stim pulled
from drama is a quiet rebellion. We must pay
attention to context, tone, and the unsaid
spaces between words. It is the highest form of
comedy because it doesn’t just ask us to laugh
but think.

“Break a leg”

Enjoy the Fall Production of “A Year with Frog and Toad”

wabashclubofindianapolis

Wabash Club
of Indianapolis

f facebook.com/groups/wabashclubofindianapolis
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SPORTS

Vaught takes NCAC Newcomer of the Year
in conference championship

TY MURPHY ’27
MANAGING EDITOR
MARK BERGER 28
STAFF WRITER

To start the postseason of what has
been a roller coaster of a regular season
for the Wabash College cross country
team, the Redpack entered the North
Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC)
Championship with only one thought
on their mind: leaving it all out on the
course. And thanks to a Sam Vaught
’29 All-Conference finish, the young
team left with some much needed
experience.
Travelling to Oberlin, Ohio, the
team came in ranked sixth overall
in the NCAC pre-championship
poll. But the focus was not
on where they would finish,
rather, what they could learn
with such a young roster.

“It’s what we expected,”

said Head Coach Tyler
McCreary. “On paper we
expected to be sixth. On a bad
day, we might get displaced to seventh.
But I also felt like we could displace
Oberlin at five on a great day. In the
end, we closed a great gap throughout
the race. Just ran out of real estate
to catch Oberlin, but felt really good
about the team performance.”

Despite the finish, they still needed
to prove something to themselves. And
prove something they did with every
runner finishing the 8,000-meter race
in a career best time. Vaught led the
team in a time of 25:31.11, finishing
fourth overall. Vaught, who was a
transfer during last spring semester,
completed his first NCAC Championship
with an impressive resume. The first-
time NCAC Championship runner
lowered his season best by 20.8
seconds to be the top finisher for the
team and take fourth place overall.
But it was more than just the time to
celebrate. With it also came First Team
All-NCAC honors as well as a NCAC
Newcomer of the Year recognition
as the highest finishing first year

ATHLETICS

PHOTO COURTESY OF NCAC(

The cross country team and their coaches gather for a final team meeting before the

NCAC Championship.

right all the time from a preparation and
mental perspective. He’s very grounded
and also very aggressive in his approach
to being as good as he can be.”

Jonathan Loney °28 and Cooper
Knoblauch '30 were the next two scoring
finishes, crossing the finish line in less
than a second apart. Knoblauch was
30th overall in a time of 26:31.6 while
Loney was 31st in a time of 26:32.5.
Raul Delgado ’30 and Austin Baugh ’30
rounded off the Little Giant’s scoring
positions with Delgado coming in at
27:51.6 and Baugh in 28:07.2 to put the
little giants at sixth overall with 161
points in total.

“We overcame a tremendous amount
of injuries this year, and just got
decimated there,” said McCreary. “And
so we counted on a lot of freshmen, and
they weren’t expected to fill those roles
so early in their career, but they ran
phenomenally well all season.”

And injuries were a huge factor this
season. With several runners being
sidelined at one point during the season

didn’t give up on themselves or those
racing. They showed up frequently to
practice and races to support us. We did
the same for them, asking about their
progress with recovery and supporting
them through their alternative
exercises.”

The Redpack looks to take seven
runners to East Lansing, Michigan on
November 14 to compete in the NCAA
DIII Great Lakes Regional Championship.
With a chance at qualifying for the NCAA
DIII National Championship for Vaught,
there is a lot on the line as the Redpack
looks to make a final push in what has
been a rocky season for the young team.

“When you have a season like this,
that’s defined by the injuries and
overcoming those as a program, you get
an opportunity to really focus on what
are some things that we need to to grow
on as a program in terms of culture and
professionalism and how we operate,”
said McCreary. “We’ve really done a great
job establishing those things and with
such a young group getting experience
for the next season we’ll be ready to go.”

conference competitor.

“Sam’s immensely talented,” said
McCreary. “He’s just a very gifted
runner up front. The other part of
it too is that Sam does everything

there became a huge emphasis on
trusting the team.

“This team was super supportive this
year,” said Loney. “We had several guys
out with injuries this season, but they

Basketball drops exhibition

game to D1 competition

WILL DUNCAN ’27
PHOTO EDITOR

Wabash traveled to Evansville, IN,
on October 29 to take on the University
of Evansville Purple Aces at the Ford
Center. In what was already steep
competition heading into the game, the
Little Giants showed that they came in
ready to fight early, jumping to a quick
8-2 lead less than three minutes in.
However, shooting struggles and a hefty
amount of turnovers had Wabash down at
halftime 22-35.

In what would be best described as a
team effort, the Little Giants had eight
different scorers, led by Colton Stowers
29 with eight points, two steals and a
block, shooting 2-8 from the field and
4-6 from the line.

Nate Matelic 27 and Keegan Manowitz
’27 each chipped in 6 points. Manowitz is
expected to be the team’s starting point
guard, and led Wabash in total minutes
played with 24.

The team struggled to score against a
taller and much more physical Evansville
team, shooting a lackluster 14-56 from
the field and 5-26 from the three point
line. The Little Giants also had 12 team
turnovers compared to 10 team assists,
as it seems like the chemistry of the team
is still in the works.

University of Evansville transfers,
Dakota Candler 28 and Wes Aigner 28,
wore the opposing teams uniform in the

Ford Center. Familiarity to both their
former gym and team was unfortunately
not a recipe for success. Aigner finished
1-8 from the field in 19 minutes, chipping
in three points and three rebounds.
Candler provided four points and two
rebounds, going 1-2 from the field and
2-2 at the free throw line.

Head Coach Kyle Brumettacknowledged
how “new” the team is, with five
freshmen and the transfers.

“Our freshmen and transfers are all
going to get better, but they’re all new (to
the program),” said Brumett. “We really
need to be committed to being better in
February than we were last year.

Former Little Giant Luke Ellspermann,
the newest Purple Ace, scored 3 points in
19 minutes.

Four of Wabash’s five freshmen, with
center Cooper Bock 30 out with injury,
combined for eight points, nine rebounds,
and shot a combined 3-12 from the field
and 0-5 from beyond the arc.

“We’re going to be different week to
week,” Brumett said. “I'm hoping the
team early on can display some of the
‘Wabash Always Fights’ mentality.”

Wabash will have their first opportunity
to display that mindset later this week.
The Little Giants begin their regular
season on the road, taking on the Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technology Fightin’
Engineers on Saturday, November 7 at
2pm.

Colton Stowers °29 drives the lane in a scrimmage against North Central College on
November 1 at Chadwick Court in Crawfordsville, IN.

PHOTO BY WILL DUNCAN °27

Wabash Rugby wins “Back
in Bash” tournament

PHOTOS BY JEREMIAH RUNGE °2S
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Head Basketball }

Kyle Brumetfs

WILL DUNCAN ’27
PHOTO EDITOR

Head Basketball Coach Kyle Brumett
has built his coaching foundation on
turning his teams into contenders
anywhere he goes. Entering his 13th
season as head coach of the Little Giants,
Brumett’s career record sits at 199-113
(63.8%) and 355-192 (63.6%) across all
20 years of his time as a head coach.

Hailing from Jeffersonville, IN,
Brumett has emphasized an unwavering
resiliency and determination to show his
dedication to any team he was a part of.
That resiliency was displayed throughout
his high school and college days, with
Hanover College making it all the way to
the Elite Eight in his sophomore year of

college.

Brumett graduated from Hanover
College in 1998 with a degree in
physical education. He later earned

a master’s degree in recreation and
sports management from Indiana State
University in 2004.

When asked what led him to becoming
a head coach, Brumett cited his love for
the game, along with his desire to impact
that game in any facet that he could.

“l grew up in the Southern Indiana
hotbed of basketball,” said Brumett.
“The more I played, the more I realized
there were ways to contribute that might
not have been scoring.”

Before his time as a head coach,
Brumett was an assistant coach at
DePauw University for seven years,
where the Tigers made multiple NCAA
tournament appearances.

In the 2006-07 season, Brumett had
his first stint as Head Coach of Lakeland
College, where he went 33-22 in two
seasons, including a Northern Athletics
Conference title in 2008.

Brumett then left Lakeland to become
the Head Coach of the Defiance College

jaas

Yellow Jackets for six seasons. In his first
year as Head Coach at Defiance, Brumett
led his team to an 18-9 season, followed
up by a 23-6 season in 2009-10. The
Yellow Jackets also secured an NCAA
tournament berth, along with winning a
Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference
championship. Brumett’s record at
Defiance sits at an impressive 103-57
(64.4%).

Yet, team success was not the only
thing Brumett sought as a head coach.

“l knew I wanted to be at a small
college,” Brumett said. “Academics
became more and more important to me
[as I got into coaching], so Division III
always made sense to me.”

Brumett said his upbringing and his
wife, Steffanie, helped make Wabash the
right fit.

“The way I was raised, along with my
college coaches, showed me how to keep
grinding when things got tough,” said
Brumett. “That’s just the daily life here
at Wabash, so I knew it was a really good
fit for me.”

Brumettalsocredits his connection with
former head coach Mac Petty H’82, the
winningest coach in Wabash basketball
history, and his early introduction of
Wabash both as a player at Hanover and
as an assistant coach at Depauw.

“My college coach had a really high
opinion of Coach Petty,” Brumett
explained. “At the time, I didn't know
that Wabash would be a good landing
spot, but as it continued to be right in
front of me, both as a player and coach, I
knew Wabash was the right choice.”

Since arriving at Wabash in 2014,
Brumett has implemented the success
he had at his previous colleges here at
Wabash.

In his first season, Brumett led the
Little Giants to a 18-9 record, including
a 11-3 record at home and a first-round
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NCAC conference championship win.

When asked how Brumett implements
team success regardless of where he
coaches, he broke it down into two simple
factors: recruiting enough talent and
making sure his players are dedicated to
the work being put in.

And it is clear that those two factors
have been working hand-in-hand since
arriving in Crawfordsville. In one of the
more notable year-to-year turnarounds,
Brumett led a 12-14 team in the 2017-18
season, to a staggering 21-6 record in the
following season.

That turnaround was in large part due
to the emergence of one of the greatest
players in Wabash College basketball
history, guard Jack Davidson ’22. In his
sophomore campaign, Davidson averaged
25.1 points per game, while shooting
43.4% from three. Davidson, alongside
many of his teammates, would continue
to grow into one of the most impressive
teams Wabash basketball ever had to
offer.

In the 2021-2022 season, Brumett and
Davidson led Wabash to a 28-4 overall
record and a 16-1 conference record that
resulted in a Final Four appearance in the
NCAA tournament.

This included a 42 point game for
Davidson against 12th ranked Emory
University. Other wins in the tournament
included knocking off 21st ranked Barry
College, 22nd ranked Williams College,
and 7th Illinois Wesleyan University
before ultimately falling to 16th Elmhurst
University.

Wabash was ranked as high as #5
during the season.

Davidson averaged 25.5 points per
game, 5.9 rebounds per game while
shooting 48.2% from three and 91%
from the free throw line in his senior
season.

“I tell our starters now that they have

A legacy of success

PHOTO BY JAKE PAGE 23

no idea how much time Davidson spent
after hours in Chadwick (Court), said
Brumett. “You like to have enough of that
in your program.”

Since the miraculous Final Four run,
Wabash has posted winning records
in every season, including a NCAC
conference championship win and NCAA
tournament berth in the 2023-24 season,
finishing the season 20-9, and 13-3 in
conference play.

“Winning is good for not only the team,
but for the whole campus,” said Brumett.
And he has continued to do just that.

“He has helped me be a better Wabash
man both on and off the court,” said
center Tyler Horton '27.

When talking about the upcoming
season, Brumett acknowledged the new
landscape of the team. With five incoming
freshmen and junior transfers Wes Aigner
’28 and Dakota Candler °28, Brumett
described the team as “evolving.”

“Everyone wants an immediate return
on investment,” said Brumett. “We sell
the future here, and we’ve got to have
guys that are willing to stay the course.”

With the senior class being the last
of the 2023-24 NCAC Conference
Championship team, the Little Giants
hope that success, and how to get to that
success can be passed along.

“Coach Brum wants the best for you,”
said guard Deric Cannady ’29. “Him
demanding nothing but the best out of the
team is going to help us in the long run,
whether that’s on or off the court.”

As Brumett looks ahead to his now
13th year at the helm of the Little Giants
basketball team, his legacy of success,
team-building, and mentorship continues
to impact the lives of not only his players
and coaches, but every Little Giant that
has gotten the pleasure of watching him
coach.

Football drops fourth straight for first
time since 1975

CARTER McCALL ’29
SPORTS EDITOR

Wabash spent the first month of
the season looking like a conference
contender. It has spent the last month
learning how to lose close games.

Ohio Wesleyan’s 35-28 win Saturday
at Selby Stadium extended the Little
Giants’ losing streak to four games, the
first time a Wabash football team has
dropped four in a row since 1975. A team
that started 4-0 and was picked to finish
third in the preseason NCAC coaches’
poll is now 4-4 overall and 3-4 in the
conference.

None of the losses have been blowouts.
Wabash fell 24-23 at Denison, came
within two yards of forcing overtime in
a 24-17 loss at John Carroll, and lost 27-
17 at home to eighth-ranked Washington
University in St. Louis, which scored
two fourth-quarter touchdowns after
Wabash carried a four-point lead into the
final quarter. Then came Saturday. Four
games, decided by a combined 25 points.

The margins suggest a team that still
has the talent to win. How those games
slipped away points to three problems.

The first is that opponents have
figured out what Wabash wants to do.
Through the first six games, the Little
Giants ran for 1,012 yards, and Cole
Dickerson ’28 was averaging 113 yards
per game. That production made the
offense predictable. Teams now know
the Little Giants want to establish the
run and are willing to load the box and
commit to stopping Dickerson, betting
that Wabash can’t beat them through
the air. That bet has paid off. In the last
two weeks, Wabash managed 74 rushing
yards on 45 carries against WashU and
71 against Ohio Wesleyan. Dickerson
extended his scoring streak to eight
games Saturday and tied for ninth on
Wabash’s career rushing touchdown list,
but needed 21 carries to gain 69 yards.
Until the passing game makes defenses
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pay for crowding the line, Wabash
will keep seeing the same look. That
pressure on the passing game has led to
the second problem.

Mistakes have taken away points
the Little Giants can’t afford to lose.
Saturday’s four interceptions, two of
them in the Ohio Wesleyan end zone,
turned into 21 Battling Bishops’ points
and cost Wabash at least two more
scoring chances. A 23-yard field goal
attempt hit the upright. At John
Carroll, a blocked Wabash
punt late in the first quarter
set up the Blue Streaks
at the Little Giants 29-
yard line. Defensive
miscommunication
on the last drive
also hurt the Little
Giants in their John
Carroll loss. In a
stretch decided by
25 points, those
plays are the
difference.

“Defensively
we have to maintain
confidence and
continue to improve,”
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said William Harris '28. “The biggest
thing for us is that we have not been
taking the ball away on a level that we
should be, so it’s something that we will
continue to emphasize in practice.”

The third problem is finishing.
Through six games, opponents have
scored 28 fourth-quarter points, more
than in any other quarter, and both the
John Carroll and WashU games got away

late. Saturday was the reverse:
defense held Ohio
Wesleyan scoreless
in the fourth while
the offense scored
three straight
%  touchdowns. The
problem was
that it started

&= from 35-7.

“We  have
played really
good teams,”
said Head
Coach Jake
Gilbert  ’'98.
“We know
how well we

are capable of
playing. We

‘“Defensively we have
to maintain confidence
and continue to improve.
The biggest thing for us
is that we have not been
taking the ball away on a
level we should be.”

-William Harris '28

just have to capture that for the entire
game and finish.”

That comeback also raised a question
at quarterback. Jackson Gilbert °28
started, but Brand Campbell ’27 took
over in the third quarter and went 12-
for-26 for 218 yards with a touchdown
pass and a touchdown run. Campbell
moved into seventh in program history
in career passing yards (5,103) and tied
Dave Broecker ’83 for seventh with 45
touchdown passes. Who starts against
Kenyon will be worth watching.

There were positives to salvage.
Carson Foxen ’28 had a career-high 10
tackles, Keith Jackson ’29 set career
highs with eight catches for 104 yards
and Luke Adams ’28 caught seven passes
for 120 yards. Wabash outgained Ohio
Wesleyan 408-394 and converted nine of
17 third downs.

TheLittle Giants have two games left to
change how this season is remembered.
Kenyon visits Little Giant Stadium
Saturday at 1 p.m. before Wabash closes
the regular season against DePauw in
the 132nd Monon Bell Classic.
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